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Lurie Garden Welcomes New Program Manager and Horticulturist 
April Dominguez and Laura Young Join Garden’s Staff

CHICAGO (April 30, 2011) – April Dominguez, formerly of the Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden in Miami, Fla., has been named environmental programs manager for the Lurie Garden in Chicago’s Millennium Park. Dominguez, who speaks fluent Spanish, has nearly 15 years experience in public/private garden horticulture and public program management.

“It’s an honor to be a part of this world-class urban oasis and enhance the Lurie Garden as one of the nation’s best examples of sustainable horticulture and horticulture education,” said Dominguez. “On a personal note, it’s rewarding to be back in Chicago, where I started my career.”

 
Dominguez was membership manager and education coordinator at Fairchild, where she facilitated events, increased membership and taught student programs. Prior to joining Fairchild, 
she collaborated with the Chicago Botanic Garden and Gads Hill Center on the execution of Primero La Ciencia, a science-based educational youth program in Chicago. She also worked as a sustainable agriculture and community coordinator for the Peace Corps, serving two years in Panama. An Illinois native, Dominguez earned her bachelor’s degree in ornamental horticulture from the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana. 

The Lurie Garden also welcomes Laura Young to its horticulture team. Young was most recently a horticulturist at the Chicago Botanic Garden, where she contributed to the plant breeding program, worked with hardy perennials and tended to a rooftop garden containing more than 40,000 plants, many native to Illinois. Young grew up in a rural Central Illinois community where she tended gardens and gained early agricultural experience by detasseling corn in the summertime. She is currently working on graduate-level courses through the University of Illinois department of natural resources and environmental sciences. Young, who also earned an undergraduate degree in psychology, studied horticulture at Harold Washington City College of Chicago and interned at the City of Chicago’s Bureau of Forestry.

· more -

New Lurie Garden Appointees//Add One
“The Lurie Garden’s dedicated and enthusiastic staff is beginning an amazing season of dynamic public programming and spectacular perennial plant displays. New initiatives, like the spring festival and plant sale and installation of the Lurie Garden’s own beehives, continue to broaden the impact of the Lurie Garden,” remarks Jennifer Davit, director of the Lurie Garden. 

The Lurie Garden is located at the southeast corner of Millennium Park, near the corner of Columbus Drive and Monroe Street. Millennium Park is easily reached by CTA and adjacent public parking is available. Millennium Park is universally accessible to patrons with disabilities. For more information, visit www.millenniumpark.org.

Visit www.luriegarden.org for more information about the Lurie Garden, including year-round free programming, seasonal highlights, events, plant features and garden design elements. 

###

About The Lurie Garden

The Lurie Garden in Chicago’s Millennium Park is a leader in cutting-edge design, responsible gardening practices and dynamic public programming in an urban environment. The garden offers a four-season experience blending Chicago’s past, present and future with bold design, dramatic form and intimate spaces. An urban model of responsible horticulture, the Lurie Garden provides a healthy habitat for a wide variety of plants and wildlife. A diverse group of people from all over the world enjoy the garden’s rich palate of free educational experiences. Created by the founders of Millennium Park, the Lurie Garden is owned by the City of Chicago, managed by Millennium Park, Inc., and is sustained by a generous endowment from Ann Lurie. For more information, visit www.luriegarden.org.

. 
Editors, please note: High-resolution digital photos are available on request. For photos and downloadable releases, please visit GreenMark Public Relations at http://greenmarkpr.com/clients/theluriegarden. If you have needs for interviews, illustrations or content, please contact Sue Markgraf at smarkgraf@greenmarkpr.com or call 847-970-9160.

About Millennium Park

Millennium Park, managed and programmed by the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, is an award-winning center for art, music, architecture and landscape design. The result of a unique partnership between the City of Chicago and the philanthropic community, the 24.5-acre park features the work of world-renowned architects, planners, artists and designers.  Among Millennium Park’s prominent features are the Frank Gehry-designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion, the most sophisticated outdoor concert venue of its kind in the United States; the interactive Crown Fountain by Jaume Plensa; the contemporary Lurie Garden designed by the team of Gustafson Guthrie Nichol, Piet Oudolf and Robert Israel; and Anish Kapoor’s hugely popular Cloud Gate sculpture.  Since its opening in July 2004, Millennium Park has welcomed more than 20 million people, making it one of the most popular destinations in Chicago.

For more information about Millennium Park, please contact Jill Hurwitz at 312-742-1149 or send an email to jill.hurwitz@explorechicago.org.

