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Jennifer Davit Joins Lurie Garden as Director, Head Horticulturist 
Brings Extensive Horticulture Training, Practical Experience to the Position


CHICAGO (March 2, 2010) – Jennifer Davit, formerly of the Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden in Miami, Fla., has been named director and head horticulturist for the Lurie Garden in Chicago’s Millennium Park, effective March 15. 


“I am thrilled to return to Chicago where I grew up and developed a passion for horticulture and beautiful gardens,” Davit said. “It has been a dream of mine to work at the Lurie Garden, one of the country’s best examples of sustainable horticulture in a public, urban setting.”


Davit has more than 12 years of horticulture experience in private and public gardens. Her responsibilities at the Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden included managing the 16,000-square-foot conservatory and Victoria pool, creating and delivering educational programs for people of all ages, and developing written and oral interpretation for horticultural exhibits. She also has managed the Ward Garden, a 4.5 acre residential garden in Coral Gables, Fla., served as a horticultural consultant to landscape architects in Miami, Fla., and created botanical art for public and private installations.  


“The Lurie Garden welcomes the extensive horticultural training and practical experience that Jennifer brings to this position,” said Ed Uhlir, executive director, Millennium Park, Inc. “Jennifer has a passion for sustainable best-practices, and a thorough understanding of the designers’ vision of the Lurie Garden as a four-season experience that blends Chicago’s past, present and future with bold design, dramatic form and intimate spaces.”


Davit has a master’s in public garden management from Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y., and a bachelor’s degree in biology from Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio. She has held 
- more -
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internships at the Quail Botanical Gardens in Encinitas, Calif., the National Tropical Botanical Garden in Kauai, Hawaii, the United States National Arboretum in Washington, D.C., and the Mendocino Coast Botanical Garden in Fort Bragg, Calif.


The Lurie Garden is located at the southeast corner of Millennium Park, near the corner of Columbus Drive and Monroe Street. Millennium Park is easily reached by CTA and adjacent public parking is available. Millennium Park is universally accessible to patrons with disabilities. For more information, visit www.millenniumpark.org.

Visit www.luriegarden.org for more information about the Lurie Garden, including programming, seasonal highlights, plant features and design elements. 

###

About The Lurie Garden

The Lurie Garden in Chicago’s Millennium Park is a leader in cutting-edge design, responsible gardening practices and dynamic public programming in an urban environment. The garden offers a four-season experience blending Chicago’s past, present and future with bold design, dramatic form and intimate spaces. An urban model of responsible horticulture, the Lurie Garden provides a healthy habitat for a wide variety of plants and wildlife. A diverse group of people from all over the world enjoy the garden’s rich palate of free educational experiences. Created by the founders of Millennium Park, the Lurie Garden is owned by the City of Chicago, managed by Millennium Park, Inc., and is sustained by a generous endowment from Ann Lurie. For more information, visit www.luriegarden.com. 
About Millennium Park

Millennium Park, managed and programmed by the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, is an award-winning center for art, music, architecture and landscape design. The result of a unique partnership between the City of Chicago and the philanthropic community, the 24.5-acre park features the work of world-renowned architects, planners, artists and designers.  Among Millennium Park’s prominent features are the Frank Gehry-designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion, the most sophisticated outdoor concert venue of its kind in the United States; the interactive Crown Fountain by Jaume Plensa; the contemporary Lurie Garden designed by the team of Gustafson Guthrie Nichol, Piet Oudolf and Robert Israel; and Anish Kapoor’s hugely popular Cloud Gate sculpture.  Since its opening in July 2004, Millennium Park has welcomed more than 20 million people, making it one of the most popular destinations in Chicago.

For more information about Millennium Park, please contact Jill Hurwitz at 312-742-1149 or send an email to jill.hurwitz@explorechicago.org.

Editors, please note: High-resolution digital photos are available on request. For photos and other downloadable news releases, please visit GreenMark Public Relations, Inc. at http://greenmarkpr.com/clients/theluriegarden. If you have additional needs for interviews, illustrations or content, please contact Sue Markgraf at smarkgraf@greenmarkpr.com or call 847-970-9160.

