[image: image1.jpg]



News Contact:              






For Immediate Release

Sue Markgraf








GreenMark Public Relations







847-917-9654





smarkgraf@greenmarkpr.com
Lurie Garden Has the Buzz on Urban Honeybees
Chicago’s “Urbs in Horto” Provides Ready Source of Much-Needed Pollen and Nectar 
CHICAGO (June 3, 2011) – Concerns about the mysterious national decline in the honeybee population – crucial in pollination of virtually all food crops – has been on the minds of many in recent year. Yet, honeybees are thriving in one surprising environment: the Lurie Garden, an urban garden in downtown Chicago. The garden’s perennial plants and flowers attract honeybees and dozens of other bee/insect species that help sustain the environment, beautify the gardens and supply honey.
Since it opened in July 2004, the Lurie Garden has become a haven for honeybees in a landscape that attracted few such winged creatures in preceding years. According to Jennifer Davit, the garden’s director, the Lurie Garden is an ideal place for honeybees to find the pollen and nectar they need to survive and carry on their pivotal role in the food chain.
“Bees need a large area of one plant, preferably one square meter or larger,” she says. “At the garden, we have large masses of plants and bees really benefit because they don’t have to fly as far and expend extra energy to eat.”
The Lurie Garden is an example of how the honeybee population can survive and thrive, thanks to key sources of sustenance found there. 
“Bees need blooms throughout the season and are attracted to blue and purple flowers, which are Lurie’s signature colors,” Davit says. “Bees also prefer native plants, like those in this garden, because genetically-altered cultivars don’t often produce as much pollen and nectar.”
Bees that buzz around the Lurie Garden make their home in a beehive that was installed in the garden’s maintenance yard earlier this spring. Bees also take shelter in several hives on the roof of the Chicago Cultural Center across North Michigan Avenue and, a few blocks away, at Gallery 37 and Chicago’s City Hall. Honey from those hives is collected and sold by the Chicago Honeybee Group, with proceeds designated to help the local urban honeybee population thrive. 
- more -
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Since bees started visiting the Lurie Garden, says Davit, the taste of the honey has become “minty,” due to the large presence of Lurie plants in the mint family.
Honeybee colonies at the Lurie Garden have a positive impact on the environment, but do not cause a problem among the thousands of visitors to the popular attraction. Davit points out that she and other Lurie Garden horticulturists and gardeners are on site daily and have not been stung. Bees also are a regular part of free educational programs at the Lurie Garden, including the popular “Bee Walk and Talk in the Garden,” set for August 20 at 11:00 a.m.
The Lurie Garden is located at the southeast corner of Millennium Park, near the corner of Columbus Drive and Monroe Street. Millennium Park is easily reached by CTA and adjacent public parking is available. Millennium Park is universally accessible to patrons with disabilities. 

For more information, visit www.millenniumpark.org.  

Visit www.luriegarden.org for more information about the Lurie Garden, including programming, four-season highlights, plant features and design elements. 

###

 About The Lurie Garden
The Lurie Garden in Chicago’s Millennium Park is a leader in cutting-edge design, responsible gardening practices and dynamic public programming in an urban environment. The garden offers a four-season experience blending Chicago’s past, present and future with bold design, dramatic form and intimate spaces. An urban model of responsible horticulture, the Lurie Garden provides a healthy habitat for a wide variety of plants and wildlife. A diverse group of people from all over the world enjoy the garden’s rich palate of free educational experiences. Created by the founders of Millennium Park, the Lurie Garden is owned by the City of Chicago, managed by Millennium Park, Inc., and is sustained by a generous endowment from Ann Lurie. For more information, visit www.luriegarden.com. 
 
About Millennium Park
Millennium Park, managed and programmed by the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, is an award-winning center for art, music, architecture and landscape design. The result of a unique partnership between the City of Chicago and the philanthropic community, the 24.5-acre park features the work of world-renowned architects, planners, artists and designers. Among Millennium Park’s prominent features are the Frank Gehry-designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion, the most sophisticated outdoor concert venue of its kind in the United States; the interactive Crown Fountain by Jaume Plensa; the contemporary Lurie Garden designed by the team of Gustafson Guthrie Nichol, Piet Oudolf and Robert Israel; and Anish Kapoor’s hugely popular Cloud Gate sculpture. Since its opening in July 2004, Millennium Park has welcomed more than 20 million people, making it one of the most popular destinations in Chicago.
For more information about Millennium Park, please contact Jill Hurwitz at 312-742-1149 or send an email to jill.hurwitz@explorechicago.org.

 
Editors, please note: High-resolution digital photos of the Lurie Garden are available on request. For other downloadable Lurie Garden news releases, please visit http://greenmarkpr.com/clients/theluriegarden. If you have additional needs for interviews, illustrations or content, please call Sue Markgraf at 847-970-9160, or send an email to smarkgraf@greenmarkpr.com.

