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Cure Cabin Fever with Chalet’s Winter 2012 Lecture Series 
Orchid Arranging, Teaching Dogs New Tricks, Making Your Own Terrariums
WILMETTE, Ill. (Nov. 28, 2011) – Those with a green thumb know that it can’t be covered by a mitten for too long! Chalet, an award-winning landscape, nursery and garden center on Chicago’s North Shore, continues its popular lectures and workshops on seasonal gardening and garden design topics with a new winter education series.
Workshops are held at the Chalet Education Center, 3132 Lake Ave., Wilmette, Ill., on Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and often include slide presentations and how-to demonstrations. Most are free. A materials fee applies to some workshops. Schedule follows for Chalet’s winter education events:
Jan. 27 and 28:  Jennifer’s New Garden
Start the year with a fun story: see what happens when you tell your arborist to mulch a tree!  Chalet’s horticulturist Jennifer Brennan created a new garden in an area under a 95-foot Honeylocust hat was mulched to the drip line. It has been three years and the garden has now matured. In this free presentation, Brennan shares the process and the beautiful results through an entire year’s worth of slides and stories. 

Feb. 3 and 4:  Cure Your Pet’s Winter Boredom with Indoor Tricks: A Workshop with Deana Noonan

Deana Noonan will teach you and your dog fun tricks and exercises to stimulate the mind and body. Even better: because the tricks are designed for indoors, there are no worries about winter weather!  Pre-registration (which begins Jan. 5) and a $40 fee are required. Class is limited to 10 dogs with their owners. Please call 847-256-0561, extension 250, 255 or 225 to register.
Feb. 10 and 11: Create an Orchid Arrangement for Your Sweetheart (or yourself!)

Chalet’s Gayle Smith demonstrates how to create stunning orchid arrangements. You take it from there to create your own thoughtful, romantic gift. Pre-registration (which begins Jan. 5) and a $54.99 (plus tax) materials fee are required. Please call 847-256-0561, extension 230 or 225 to register. 
· more -

Chalet//Winter 2012 Lectures//Add One
Feb. 17 and 18: Understanding Orchids with Hermann Pigors

Learn about the many different orchid varieties from one of the foremost experts in the U.S. Oak Hill Gardens’ Hermann Pigors has raised orchids for many years and makes it easy to understand the requirements of these delicate varieties. Learn the secrets of re-potting, determine the best light requirements and discover the proper techniques for fertilizing. Pigors will discuss the best types of orchids for home culture and highlight lesser-known varieties to add to your collection. 

Feb. 24 and 25:  Terrarium Workshop
Dig right in! Chalet’s Gayle Smith shows how to create a terrarium, and you take it from there to make your own. Pre-registration (which begins Jan. 5) and a $54.99 (plus tax) materials fee are required. Please call 847-256-0561, extension 230 or 225 to register. 
For more information, call 847-256-0561 or visit www.ChaletNursery.com.

###
Chalet is the recipient of numerous awards and honors. In 2009, these include the Judges’ Award from the Illinois Landscape Contractors Association and four gold medals for landscape design/construction and maintenance; the Revolutionary 100 National Award from Today’s Garden Center magazine, placing the company No. 1 in the country for community stewardship, customer service practices, employee training and incentive programs, industry contributions, marketing activities and profitability; two gold medals as part of the 2008 Retail Awards competition from the Illinois Green Industry Association; and  the 2008 Ecology Award from Opportunity Secure Data. Chalet is the No. 1 single outlet independent garden center in Illinois and No. 3 in the country for 2008 by Nursery Retailer Magazine. The 94-year-old company was named the most innovative garden center in America in 2007. The garden center is located at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., just off the Edens Expressway. Chalet’s landscape division is housed on a 28,000-square-foot complex on 16 acres in North Chicago, Ill. Chalet operates a 183-acre growing farm in Salem, Wis. For information, call 847-256-0561 or visit www.ChaletNursery.com.
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