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Lurie Garden Announces 2012 Program Schedule

Free Seasonal Lectures, Workshops, Tours & Events for All Ages
              
CHICAGO (Oct. 30, 2011) – Chicago is known around the world for its four distinct seasons and for its urban, four-season oasis: the Lurie Garden in Chicago’s Millennium Park. 

In spring, summer, fall and winter, the Lurie Garden offers seasonal experiences for all the senses, including a popular series of free workshops, lectures and special events, attracting Chicago residents as well as visitors and tourists. Here’s an overview of garden programs and events through 2012:
Winter:
Free adult workshop: Landscape Design Series
Saturdays, Jan. 14 and Feb. 11, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Plan your outdoor space during the winter months. Lurie Garden staff and renowned perennial plantsman Roy Diblik will speak about planning tools for producing a successful garden. During this two-part workshop, students will explore the basic elements and principles of landscape design and plant selection while applying them to their personal residence. Note: Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).
Free family workshop: Rain Stick Workshop
Saturday, Jan. 14, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Bring your little ones and create your own musical instrument! Join popular Wiggleworms® instructor Shana Harvey as she teaches how to make a rain stick out of recycled materials. Music and movement will precede and follow the activity. Note: Children must be at least 6 years old and accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).

Free garden tour:  Winter Walk at the Lurie Garden
Saturday Feb. 4, 10 a.m.
Location: The Lurie Garden.  Meet at the south end of the Lurie Garden boardwalk.
Program: Join the Lurie Garden staff as they highlight the season’s best performers and explain the role of texture in a four-season garden. You will be amazed at the beauty of the garden in winter. Note:  Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).
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Free family workshop: Harry Potter’s Owl and Other Winter Birds – How They Survive

Saturday, Feb. 11, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Stash seeds like chickadees and learn how birds survive the winter! Join author Sheryl De Vore as she teaches about the Snowy Owl, Black-capped Chickadee, Northern Cardinal, Downy Woodpecker, White-breasted Nuthatch and many more. Learn about the challenges that these residents face during the cold months. Each child will make a bird identification guide to take home. Note: Children must be at least 6 years old and accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).
Spring:
Free adult lecture: Illinois Birds: A Century of Change
Thursday, April 19, from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: In 1906, Stephen Forbes and Alfred Gross initiated the first systematic bird survey in North America. This survey, repeated by Richard & Jean Graber in the 1950s and again from 2006-2008, highlights how changes in land cover, agricultural practices, pesticide use, bird behavior and climate have altered bird populations. Join Jeff Walk, Ph.D, director of science for The Nature Conservancy in Illinois and co-author of Illinois Birds: A Century of Change, as he explains which species have been the winners and losers, and why this study focuses on conservation needs in the 21st century. 
Free Garden Walk: Morning Bird and Nature Walk with The Nature Conservancy
Friday, April 20, from 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m.

Location: Cloud Gate in Millennium Park
Program: Begin your day surrounded by nature and observing birds in the Lurie Garden and Millennium Park. Join Jeff Walk, Ph.D., director of science for The Nature Conservancy in Illinois, on this bird and plant appreciation walk. Note: Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).

Free family workshop: Celebrate Migratory Birds

Saturday, April 21, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Learn about migratory birds and explore their habitats. Listen to birdcalls and learn about the types of food that these birds eat. This workshop will conclude with a drawing session of the participants’ favorite birds. Note: Children must be at least 6 years old and accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).
Free adult workshop: The Lurie Garden’s Spring Superstars

Thursday, May 24, from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Lurie Garden staff will highlight perennials and bulbs that make the garden so stunning in spring and summer. Learn how to incorporate these plants in your garden. Ask Lurie Garden staff your gardening questions and learn tips for growing these plants at home. Note: Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497) to register.
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Special Event: Lurie Garden Spring Festival & Plant Sale
Saturday, June 2, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Location: The Lurie Garden
Program: Celebrate the 2012 gardening season with a shopping trip to the Lurie Garden! Stop by jkthe plant sale to purchase from a selection of the Lurie Garden’s top perennials, which provide four-season interest, food for local fauna and are well-suited to Midwest soils. All proceeds support Lurie Garden programming. The event also includes garden tours, hands-on gardening tips, honey tasting, natural crafts for children, face painting, activities by local organizations and more. Quart size perennials cost $5 and gallons cost $10. Cash or check only. Please bring your own bags or boxes to transport your plants.
Free adult lecture: Top 10 Container Veggies with William Moss
Thursday, June 7, from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Join “Get Out & Grow” television host William Moss as he reviews the top vegetable varieties for container gardens, how to plant and maintain these contained gardens, and the best practices for harvesting vegetables. You will be amazed to learn how easy and productive vegetable container gardening can be. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).
Summer:
Free adult workshop: Bartlett Tree Experts: Beneficial Bugs in Your Home Garden
Thursday, July 19, from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Join Erik Grossnickle of Bartlett Tree Experts to learn about setting up an integrated pest management program for your garden. You will learn how to scout for pests, when it is necessary to take action and the best organic methods for treating them, including the use of beneficial insects. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).
Free family workshop: Kaleidoscope at The Art Institute of Chicago
Saturday, July 28, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Location: The Art Institute of Chicago, 111 S. Michigan Ave.
Program: Join the Lurie Garden staff at The Art Institute of Chicago’s 17th Annual Kaleidoscope Family Day! Create a butterfly ring and other garden-based crafts while enjoying this event for the entire family.   

Free adult lecture: Bringing Nature Home with Doug Tallamy
Thursday, Aug. 16, from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Location:  Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Would you like to have a healthy ecosystem around your house? Be inspired by Doug Tallamy, professor and chair of the department of entomology and wildlife ecology at the University of Delaware. He will highlight simple changes you can make in the maintenance of your landscape, which will make a crucial difference to wildlife and help protect biodiversity. Doug Tallamy authored Bringing Nature Home, which won the Garden Writer’s Association 2008 Silver Medal Award.
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Free adult workshop: Explore the Garden with Roy Diblik
Saturday, Aug. 18, from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Location: The Lurie Garden

Program: Tour the garden with engaging and knowledgeable Roy Diblik, owner of Northwind Perennial Farm and official plant grower for the Lurie Garden. Roy will share his secrets on how to get the best display from your perennials. This workshop will transform your garden and your planting decisions. Note: Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).
Free family workshop: Garden Fairy Houses
Saturday, Aug. 18, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Add magic and sparkle to your garden with Linda Haas, artist and owner of Fairy House Designs and Workshops. Create a magical environment using dried organic plant material from the Lurie Garden to lure fairies to your garden! Each child will decorate a fairy house to take home. Note: Children must be at least 6 years old and accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).
Ongoing Summer Programs:

Free tours of Lurie Garden:

Offered Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., May 6 through September 15. Tours begin on May 15 and end September 14.

Free “Ask Me” Days
Offered Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., May through September. Volunteers are stationed at the south end of the boardwalk to answer questions about the Lurie Garden. Ask Me Days begin on May 17 and end September 13.

Free Garden Walk: Morning Garden Strolls
Thursdays, June 14, July 12 and Aug. 9, from 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m.

Location: The Lurie Garden. Meet at south end of the Lurie Garden boardwalk.

Program: Begin your morning by taking a morning stroll through the Lurie Garden. Learn about its blooming perennials and discover the season’s best performers. Led by Lurie Garden staff and volunteers. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).

Family Workshop: Raptors in the Garden
Tuesdays, June 19, July 17 and Aug. 21, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Location: The Lurie Garden. Meet at south end of the Lurie Garden boardwalk.

Program: Observe majestic birds of prey up close and learn about their habitat, adaptations and the challenges that they face in an urban environment. 

Family Workshop: Stories & Songs with Shana Harvey
Sundays, June 24, July 22 and Aug. 19, from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Location: The Lurie Garden. Meet at south end of the Lurie Garden boardwalk.

Program: Enjoy a morning filled with nature-based stories, music and movement with your little 
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ones!  Chicago-based teacher and singer/songwriter Shana Harvey will lead you and your child in an interactive singalong with folk songs from all over the world.  Shana is a teaching artist with both Old Town School of Folk Music and Ravinia who think that an urban garden is truly something to sing about!  Snacks, blankets and music-makers are welcome! Children must be accompanied by an adult and pre-registration is required.  Note: Children must be at least 6 years old and accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).
Fall:
Special Event: The Lurie Garden Fall Festival & Plant Sale
Saturday, Sept. 15, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Location: The Lurie Garden

Program: Fall is a perfect time for planting! The Lurie Garden Fall Festival & Plant Sale will offer a variety of perennials and grasses to provide interest throughout the seasons, as well as food and shelter for local fauna. Proceeds will support Lurie Garden programming.  The event 
also includes tours, hands-on gardening tips, plant-based crafts for kids, face painting, activities by local organizations and more. Quart size plants cost $5 and gallons cost $10. Cash or check only. Please bring your own bags or boxes to transport your plants.
Free adult workshop: Bees in the Chicagoland Garden
Saturday, Sept. 22, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Join Alan Molumby, professor of biology at the University of Illinois-Chicago, to discuss the importance of bees in the garden. Learn about their natural history, amazing adaptations and the challenges that they face. Molumby also will discuss how to create a viable bee habitat in the garden. Note: Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).
Free family workshop: Autumn Wonders: Organic Sculpture
Saturday, Sept. 22, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Location: The Lurie Garden
Program: Explore the colors and textures of the season on a tour of The Art Institute of Chicago galleries and a visit to the Lurie Garden. Using pieces of dried plants and other organic materials, create your own garden sculpture. Note: Children must be at least 6 years old and accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).

Free adult lecture: Landscapes and Health
Wednesday, Oct. 10, from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Join William C. Sullivan, University of Illinois Professor and President of the Council of Environmental Deans and Directors, as he addresses how the built environment impacts human health and well-being.  Sullivan's research focuses on understanding and measuring the ways in which everyday contact with nature influences human health.  In addition, his research also concerns the processes of changing and managing places, specifically how can information about land development and other environmental issues be more effectively communicated among experts, citizens, and policy makers. 
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Free adult workshop: Companion Planting with Bulbs
Thursday, Oct. 11, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Adding spring-flowering bulbs to your perennial garden is a great way to welcome spring after a Chicago winter. Learn what bulbs perform best when mixed with perennials, as well as specific combinations that are proven Lurie Garden showstoppers. Lurie Garden staff will demonstrate their favorite methods and tools for planting bulbs amidst existing perennials. 

Note: Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497) to register.

Free family workshop: Worm-Composting with the Urban Worm Girl
Saturday, Oct. 13, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.
Program: Do worms have eyes, ears or noses? Do they eat pizza and popcorn? Learn the answers to these questions and many more in this hands-on demonstration of worm composting with Urban Worm Girl. Discover the wonders of the red wiggler worm and how they can eat your garbage and convert it to lush, rich soil that nurtures plants and gardens. See firsthand how hundreds of worms recycle our food waste. Soon you’ll be saying, “Worms ate my garbage…and keep eating!” If you’d like to build a mini worm bin to take home, there is a $20 materials fee. Note: Children must be at least 6 years old and accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).

Winter:
Free adult workshop: Ornamental Winter Containers with Nancy Clifton
Saturday, Nov. 10, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Learn how to create a container for the longest season in Chicago – winter! Winter pots may not contain rooted plants but cut evergreen boughs, berries and colorful branches make the season brighter. Winter containers are easy to do, require no maintenance (watering, or fertilizing) and look amazing. Various materials, techniques and ideas to enhance your containers for winter will be discussed. Note: Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497) to register.
Free family workshop: Nature Journals

Saturday, Nov. 10, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Connect with the sights, sounds and smells of something major: nature! Observe and collect information about the environment, using the textures of the Lurie Garden as a guide.  Each participant will create a nature journal to record observations and sketches to reflect on this amazing experience. Note: Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497) to register.

Free adult workshop: Healing Salves

Saturday, Dec. 1, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Improve your health with a little boost! These herb-infused salves will protect your skin and lift your spirits. Participants will make herb-infused salves to take home or give as gifts. Note: Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).
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Free family workshop: Wreath-making for Children
Saturday, Dec. 1, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Location: Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Bring the Lurie Garden to your front door this winter! Using evergreen boughs, colorful branches and dried material collected from the garden, participants will create a wreath that will delight the senses. Various materials, techniques and ideas will be discussed. Note: Children must be at least 6 years old and accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497).

###

Editors, please note: Programs, dates, times and locations are subject to change. Fact checking is recommended when including information in calendar listings. High-resolution photos are available on request. For downloadable news releases, please visit http://greenmarkpr.com/clients/theluriegarden. For interviews, illustrations or content, please call Sue Markgraf, GreenMark, at 847-970-9160, or send an email to smarkgraf@greenmarkpr.com.

About The Lurie Garden
The Lurie Garden in Chicago’s Millennium Park is a leader in cutting-edge design, responsible gardening practices and dynamic public programming in an urban environment. The garden offers a four-season experience blending Chicago’s past, present and future with bold design, dramatic form and intimate spaces. An urban model of responsible horticulture, the Lurie Garden provides a healthy habitat for a wide variety of plants and wildlife. A diverse group of people from all over the world enjoy the garden’s rich palate of free educational experiences. Created by the founders of Millennium Park, the Lurie Garden is owned by the City of Chicago, managed by Millennium Park, Inc., and is sustained by a generous endowment from Ann Lurie. For more information, visit www.luriegarden.com. 
 

About Millennium Park
Millennium Park, managed and programmed by the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, is an award-winning center for art, music, architecture and landscape design. The result of a unique partnership between the City of Chicago and the philanthropic community, the 24.5-acre park features the work of world-renowned architects, planners, artists and designers. Among Millennium Park’s prominent features are the Frank Gehry-designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion, the most sophisticated outdoor concert venue of its kind in the United States; the interactive Crown Fountain by Jaume Plensa; the contemporary Lurie Garden designed by the team of Gustafson Guthrie Nichol, Piet Oudolf and Robert Israel; and Anish Kapoor’s hugely popular Cloud Gate sculpture. 
For more information about Millennium Park, please contact Jill Hurwitz at 312-742-1149 or send an email to jhurwitz@explorechicago.org.
