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“Home for the Holidays” at Chalet with Events, Workshops and Family Fun
Make a Holiday Container, Greet Live Reindeer, Celebrate the Festival of Lights
WILMETTE, Ill. (Oct. 24, 2011) – Nearing its 95th year as a family-owned, year-round destination on Chicago’s North Shore, Chalet Landscape, Nursery & Garden Center in Wilmette, Ill. celebrates the sentiment of the season in its wonderland setting, featuring traditional and unique events for the whole family. 
Take in the scents from the area’s largest selection of locally-grown trees and wreathes. Delight in a visit with Santa and his reindeer. Add to your collection of one-of-a-kind ornaments and home décor and of course, find that “something special” this year for the loved ones on your gift list. The holidays begin at Chalet, with:
Holiday Preview Party

Thursday, Nov. 10, 9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 11, 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

This free preview party for Chalet Valet customers includes savings on holiday merchandise, gifts and décor, along with a series of free, 20-minute “how-to” sessions on creative decorating and entertaining. Refreshments will be served and live music and entertainment will get guests into the holiday spirit. (Becoming a Chalet Valet customer is free. To learn how visit the store or online at www.ChaletNursery.com.)
Inge-Glas® of Germany Glass Blowing Demonstration

Thursday, Nov. 17, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Thomas Ziesmer, a second-generation Master Glass Blower, is touring the U.S., stopping at Chalet for his only Chicago-area appearance on behalf of Inge-Glas® of Germany, a family-operated business that has been crafting glass ornaments since 1596. Ziesmer will create an event-exclusive ornament, answer questions from guests and sign selected Inge-Glas pieces. Chalet offers an extensive line of Inge-Glas ornaments, including new designs for 2011. 
Helpful Holiday Demos

Saturday, Nov. 19 and Sunday, Nov. 20, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Throwing a party? Looking for fresh gift ideas? Stop by Chalet for free, 20-minute “how-to’s”
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for creative decorating and entertaining. Demos include: Evergreen Outdoor Winter Containers; Gift Basket Secrets; Poinsettias and Other Holiday Plants; Hands-On Custom Bow Making; and Quick & Easy Decorating Ideas.
Winter Container Workshop

Tuesday, Nov. 29; Wednesday, Nov. 30, and Saturday, Dec. 3, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Thursday, Dec. 1, 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 2, 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Chalet’s horticulture information specialist Jennifer Brennan shows how to make a beautiful winter container using spruce tops, other mixed evergreens, red twig dogwood, pinecones and berries. Learn how to choose, group, plant and tend winter containers. There is a $54.99 materials fee for this class, and pre-registration is required. Call 847-256-0561, extension 225 or 230, to register.
Family Holiday Celebration

Saturday, Nov. 26 and Sunday, Nov. 27, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Make this season merry and bright by kicking it off at Chalet. Greet Santa’s reindeer, enjoy s’mores, hot chocolate, hot cider and coffee – and be sure to take the kids to see the ever-popular balloon artist and face painter couple, Smarty Pants and Miss Dena. Chalet’s annual Holiday Celebration also features free educational sessions on sprucing up your home and hearth for the season and finding that perfect gift for friends and loved ones.
Reindeer Games
Monday, Nov. 21 through Sunday, Dec. 18 
During store hours

Be sure to say hi to Dasher, Dancer and pals when the reindeer arrive for their annual holiday visit at Chalet. This year, Santa’s reindeer are collecting all wish lists! Bring your wish list to Chalet by Sunday, Dec. 18. Santa’s reindeer will be sure to get it to the North Pole just in time for Santa’s departure.
Santa Stops In
Saturdays, Dec. 3 and Dec. 10; Sundays, Dec. 4 and Dec. 11, 1 to 3 p.m.

Direct from the North Pole, Santa makes a special stop at Chalet to wish everyone a merry Christmas and, while he’s at it, listen to a few wishes. 
Hanukkah at Chalet

Tuesday, Dec. 20 through Wednesday, Dec. 28

Chalet offers a wide variety of Judaica and gifts for the Festival of Lights – and all year long.

For more information, please visit Chalet at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., and online at www.ChaletNursery.com, call 847-256-0561 or email info@ChaletNursery.com for details.

###

Chalet is the recipient of numerous awards and honors. In 2009, these include the Judges’ Award from the Illinois Landscape Contractors Association and four gold medals for landscape design/construction and maintenance; the Revolutionary 100 National Award from Today’s Garden Center magazine, placing the company No. 1 in the country for community stewardship, customer service practices, employee training and incentive programs, industry contributions, marketing activities and profitability; two gold medals as part of the 2008 Retail Awards competition from the Illinois Green Industry Association; and  the 2008 Ecology Award from Opportunity Secure Data. Chalet is the No. 1 single outlet independent garden center in Illinois and No. 3 in the country for 2008 by Nursery Retailer Magazine. The 92-year-old company was named the most innovative garden center in America in 2007. The garden center is located at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., just off the Edens Expressway. Chalet’s landscape division is housed on a 28,000-square-foot complex on 16 acres in North Chicago, Ill. Chalet operates a 183-acre growing farm in Salem, Wis. For information, call 847-256-0561 or visit www.ChaletNursery.com.
