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Elegance of Hand-Blown German Glass ~ At Chalet for the Holidays

Inge-Glas Artisan Creates Event-Exclusive Ornaments, Signs Selected Masterpieces 
WILMETTE, Ill. (Oct. 5, 2011) – Just as no two snowflakes are alike, German mouth-blown and hand-painted glass ornaments are truly unique. Demonstrating the exquisite beauty and stylized craftsmanship of this centuries-old art form, Thomas Ziesmer, a second-generation Master Glass Blower from Germany, will visit Chalet Landscape, Nursery & Garden Center, 3132 Lake Ave. in Wilmette, from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 17.
Ziesmer is touring the U.S., stopping at Chalet for his only Chicago-area appearance, on behalf of Inge-Glas® of Germany, a family-operated business that has been crafting glass ornaments since 1596.  At Chalet, he will create an event-exclusive ornament, answer questions from guests and sign selected Inge-Glas pieces. Chalet offers an extensive line of Inge-Glas ornaments, including new designs for the 2011 holiday season. 

“Inge-Glas ornaments have always been perennial holiday favorites at Chalet and we are honored to welcome a dedicated Master Glass Blower like Mr. Ziesmer,” said Tony Fulmer, Chalet’s store manager. “Whether buying as a gift for a friend or loved one, adding to their own Inge-Glas collection or looking for a festive touch to their home this holiday season, our guests will surely enjoy a rare opportunity to experience this authentically European art craft.” 
Following Ziesmer’s visit, Chalet ushers in the season with its Holiday Demonstration Weekend on Nov. 19 and 20. The event includes winter container workshops, hands-on custom bow-making demonstrations, seasonal design tips and holiday gift suggestions, and more.

For information on these and other free holiday events at Chalet, stop by the store, visit the website at www.ChaletNursery.com, call 847-256-0561 or email info@ChaletNursery.com.

###
Chalet is the recipient of numerous awards and honors. In 2009, these include the Judges’ Award from the Illinois Landscape Contractors Association and four gold medals for landscape design/construction and maintenance; the Revolutionary 100 National Award from Today’s Garden Center magazine, placing the company No. 1 in the country for community stewardship, customer service practices, employee training and incentive programs, industry contributions, marketing activities and profitability; two gold medals as part of the 2008 Retail Awards competition from the Illinois Green Industry Association; and  the 2008 Ecology Award from Opportunity Secure Data. Chalet is the No. 1 single outlet independent garden center in Illinois and No. 3 in the country for 2008 by Nursery Retailer Magazine. The 92-year-old company was named the most innovative garden center in America in 2007. The garden center is located at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., just off the Edens Expressway. Chalet’s landscape division is housed on a 28,000-square-foot complex on 16 acres in North Chicago, Ill. Chalet operates a 183-acre growing farm in Salem, Wis. For information, call 847-256-0561 or visit www.ChaletNursery.com.
Editors, please note: High-resolution digital photos are available on request to illustrate this story. For other photos and downloadable news releases, please visit GreenMark Public Relations, Inc. at http://greenmarkpr.com/clients/chalet/. If you have additional needs for interviews, illustrations or content, please contact Lynn Petrak at lpetrak@greenmarkpr.com or call 708-945-0415.

