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The fall tradition continues: crisp days, colorful landscapes, free Chalet garden lectures 
Experts share tips from fall lawn care to showstopping seasonal containers 
WILMETTE, Ill. (Aug. 21, 2011) – Chalet, an award-winning landscape, nursery and garden center on Chicago’s North Shore, presents a lecture and workshop series on seasonal gardening and garden design topics, from Sept. 9 through Nov. 5. 
Lectures, which often include slide presentations and demonstrations, are held at the Chalet Education Center, 3132 Lake Ave., Wilmette, Ill., on Fridays (and repeated on Saturdays) from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Lectures are free, while some workshops have a materials fee.

The schedule for Chalet’s fall education events is as follows:
Sept. 9 and 10: Animal First Aid: Knowing Your Pet’s Health

Susan Frank, certified Pet Tech pet first aid instructor and host of the “Wild About Pets” show heard on Talkzone Internet Talk Radio, will teach a “snout-to-tail” pet assessment. Knowing what is normal for your pet’s health will help you know when your pet presents something not normal. Learn how to take your pet’s vital signs and find out what to do if your dog or cat is choking. Also learn why the ingredients in your pet’s food matter to their health.

Sept. 16 and 17: Fall Lawn Care

Early fall (September) is the best time to work on your lawn. Due to the growth pattern of the cool-season turf fertilization, core-aeration and re-seeding are most effective when done at this time of year. Learn the details from Jennifer Brennan, Chalet’s horticulturist, and Bill Leuenberger, Chalet Soil & Turf Department Manager.

Sept. 23 and 24: Fall Container Workshop

One of the year’s most popular events is back! Create a container that will look great until the temperatures dip into the 20s. This workshop includes the container, soil, time-release fertilizer, fall blooming plants and hands-on instruction. (Even better: no cleanup!)  $54.99 + tax fee and pre-registration required. Call 847-256-0561 x225 or x230.

Sept. 30 and Oct. 1: The Best of Bulbs and How to Plant to Get the Most Display

Most people forget about gorgeous spring flowering bulbs until March, when the first snowdrops appear. The magic about these bulbs is that they need the cold winter temperatures when buried in the ground to grant them permission” to bloom when the temperatures rise in the spring. Let Jennifer Brennan introduce
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Oct. 14 & 15: Return of the Spice House
Back by popular demand, Patty and Tom Erd, owners of The Spice House in Evanston, Illinois, detail the history of the spice trade, revealing fascinating tales of piracy, adventures and wars battled to control it. They will share interesting historical facts and anecdotes about the elusive spices that were coveted by nobility and royaly and are still enjoyed today.
Oct. 21 & 22: Get the Garden Ready for Winter

The goal of preparing the garden for winter is to protect plants from the drying effects of cold winds and to keep plants cold to prevent them from breaking dormancy. Tony Fulmer, Chalet Retail Manager, explains the best techniques and best timing for success with roses, perennials, broad-leaved evergreens and woody plants.

Oct. 28 & 29: Tool Time with Sam Darin — Tool Care and Sharpening

Sam Darin is back with a lecture about what tools gardeners really need and how to select, use and take care of them. Enjoy Sam’s relaxed, understandable, down-to-earth style and bring any “problem” tools for Sam to diagnose.

Nov. 4 & 5: “Unified Couples” Dog Training

Deana Noonan, certified dog trainer and owner of Paws For Companions, will conduct a “spouse friendly” workshop demonstrating how to get through the trials and tribulations of training your dog in a two-person household. $40.00 per couple and dog (6 couples limit per class.) Pre-register by calling 847-256-0561 x250 or x225.

For more information, please visit Chalet at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., and online at www.ChaletNursery.com. Or, call 847-256-0561 or email info@ChaletNursery.com for details.
###
Chalet is the recipient of numerous awards and honors. In 2009, these include the Judges’ Award from the Illinois Landscape Contractors Association and four gold medals for landscape design/construction and maintenance; the Revolutionary 100 National Award from Today’s Garden Center magazine, placing the company No. 1 in the country for community stewardship, customer service practices, employee training and incentive programs, industry contributions, marketing activities and profitability; two gold medals as part of the 2008 Retail Awards competition from the Illinois Green Industry Association; and  the 2008 Ecology Award from Opportunity Secure Data. Chalet is the No. 1 single outlet independent garden center in Illinois and No. 3 in the country for 2008 by Nursery Retailer Magazine. The 92-year-old company was named the most innovative garden center in America in 2007. The garden center is located at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., just off the Edens Expressway. Chalet’s landscape division is housed on a 28,000-square-foot complex on 16 acres in North Chicago, Ill. Chalet operates a 183-acre growing farm in Salem, Wis. For information, call 847-256-0561 or visit www.ChaletNursery.com.
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