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“Run through the Ribbon” Unveils Naperville Park District’s 
Newly Expanded Nike Sports Complex

Chicago Fire and Others Lead Events and Activities for the Whole Family 
NAPERVILLE, Ill. (July 5, 2011) – Nike takes flight on Saturday, July 16 as the Naperville Park District opens the 20-acre, newly-expanded Nike Sports Complex at 1520 N. Mill St. in Naperville. 

The event takes place from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., rain or shine, with dedication of the site’s park pavilion followed by a “run through the ribbon” at the 50-yard line of the new synthetic turf field. Other activities include soccer skills and drills, led by Chicago Fire; a sand volleyball match, presented by EVP Tour; tennis and mini tennis clinics, as well as a free-throw shooting contest, sponsored by the Naperville Park District; a punting, kicking and passing contest, hosted by St. Raphael’s Football; and a lacrosse shooting clinic, taught by New Wave Lacrosse.

Confirmed speakers are Naperville Mayor A. George Pradel, Representative Mike Connelly and Naperville Park District Park Board President Mike Reilly. Also expected are John Schmitt, president and CEO, Naperville Area Chamber of Commerce; Brett Strang, Galaxy Soccer; Jim Brown, St. Raphael’s Football; and Cassandra Book, whose family will be honored by the naming of the site’s new Book Family Pavilion. 

Singers from Metea Valley High School will perform the National Anthem. Élan Dance Company will serve as “cheerleaders” and perform a brief routine prior to the run through the ribbon, which will officially dedicate the facility. Sounds Abound will provide music during the activities. Pepsi is donating bottled water and soda. Belgio’s of Naperville is providing popcorn. 

- more -
Nike Sports Complex // Add One

“We’re excited to deliver this diverse recreational facility to our residents,” says Eric Shutes, Naperville Park District’s director of planning. “We thank everyone involved in this project – and especially the community and the site’s neighbors – for supporting this expansion and seeing it to successful completion. There truly is something for everyone at the new Nike Sports Complex.”
Several thousand people are expected to use the Nike Sports Complex expansion, which nearly doubles the size of the existing sports complex located along Mill Street between Diehl and Bauer Roads. Amenities include the district’s first lighted, synthetic turf field and multi-use fields for soccer, football and lacrosse. 
Other highlights include lighted courts for tennis, basketball and volleyball, as well as a playground, walking and bicycle trails. The expanded sports complex also will feature one of two cricket pitches in Naperville, slated to open in 2012. 
 For video highlights and information about the Nike Sports Complex expansion, as well as its community programs, call 630-848-5000 or visit www.napervilleparks.org. 
###
About the Naperville Park District: Created in 1966, the Naperville Park District is an independent, municipal agency serving the recreation needs of its residents. As a leader in providing leisure experiences that enhance the quality of life for the community, the District maintains and operates more than 2,500 acres with 130+ parks and facilities and provides more than 900 recreational, arts and environmental programs and special events annually. Included within the District’s operations are two championship golf courses, a multitude of courts and sports fields, two inline skating and skateboarding facilities, the Millennium Carillon, a paddle boat quarry, historic Centennial Beach, and the beautiful Riverwalk.
Editors, please note: High-resolution digital photos available on request to Sue Markgraf, GreenMark, at 847-970-9160 or smarkgraf@greenmarkpr.com. Video of current site preparations is online at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-5avDuo79c.

