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Green Your Thumb with Chalet’s Free Summer Gardening Lectures

Learn to Create Stunning Container Gardens, Plant with Children, Water with Ease
WILMETTE, Ill. (May 25, 2011) – Chalet, an award-winning landscape, nursery and garden center on Chicago’s North Shore, presents a summer lecture and workshop series on seasonal gardening and garden design topics. 
Lectures, which often include slide presentations and demonstrations, are held at the Chalet Education Center, 3132 Lake Ave., Wilmette, Ill., on Thursdays, from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m., and repeated on Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
The schedule for mostly-free summer education events follows:
· June 2 and 3: Gardening with Children – Learn the basics about starting a garden with children, including best plants, appropriate tools and age-specific activities. The 45-minute lecture, designed for parents and open to children, includes slides and prop demonstrations. Afterwards, families will participate in a tour through the Garden Shop’s “Little Digger” department, the children’s seed area and the nursery’s “started” vegetable area.
· June 9 and 10: Summer Container Workshop (Sun or Shade) – Create a beautiful summer container garden for sun or shade in the Chalet Education Center. Jennifer Brennan, Chalet horticulturist, will teach the basics of container gardening and help select the best plants for your site, whether in sun or shade. Discover the secrets that professionals use to keep containers looking great throughout the entire season. Note: A registration and materials fee of $54.99 plus tax is required in advance, which includes plants, pot, soil and fertilizer. Call 847-256-0561, extension 225, to register.
· June 16 and 17: 35 Trees and Shrubs You’ll Fall For – Tony Fulmer, Chalet’s retail manager, shares insights about 35 woody plants you cannot live without. This lecture, which Tony presented at the 2011 Chicago Flower & Garden Show, highlights evergreens, flowering trees and shrubs, and ornamental trees.
· June 23 and 24: Perennial Garden Maintenance – The staff of Chalet’s Specialty Garden Department explains and demonstrates how to transform perennial gardens through deadheading, plant division, staking, weeding, Integrated Pest Management, fertilizing, mulching and edging. Learn the techniques and timing the professionals use.
· June 30 and July 1: Deana Noonan’s Dog Workshop: “Citizen Canine” – Dog owners will work on polishing their pet’s social skills using positive reinforcement training methods. The lecture will show how to strengthen real-life skills such as owner attention, walking on the leash, meeting and greeting other dogs, and commands like “leave it” and “settle,” to name a few. Attendees will learn about these skills first, and then dogs will practice them and re-enact what they learned in outdoor scenarios. Note: There is a $40 fee and pre-registration is required. Call 847-256-0561, extension 225, to register.
· July 7 and 8: Hydrangeas: Clearing the Mystery – New introductions have increased the hydrangea “palette” for Midwest gardens over the past 20 years, but also the confusion. Learn which need special fertilizer and which do not, and how to tell if a hydrangea needs pruning every year or is a carefree flowering shrub. Meet the newest introductions, too!

· July 14 and 15: Insect Control – When the weather gets hot and humid, insects like Japanese beetles increase in number. Jennifer Brennan, Chalet’s diagnostician, will show the difference between the “good guys” and the “bad guys.” Learn about systemic products, contact products and earth-friendly, natural products that can be used to protect plants. The most common insects will be displayed with slides and actual samples.
· July 21 and 22: Watering Simplified – A Chalet expert will discuss why correct watering is the most critical factor in the survival of plants in the garden. Many of the problems diagnosed by Chalet’s horticulture specialists are due to inadequate water from previous growing seasons. Learn why, when and how much water to give to your plants when Mother Nature falls short.
· July 28 and 29: Brag About Your Garden (Or, Get Your Questions Answered If You Can’t Brag) – Taking the notion of show-and-tell to a new level, guests can bring photos of their garden and/or stories to brag about their landscape masterpieces. After the show-and- tell session, Chalet’s horticulture specialist Jennifer Brennan will explain what has been happening this growing season that may have prevented some gardeners from bragging, and then take questions from guests.
Tapes or DVDs of lectures can be rented for $3 for three nights. For questions about the series, contact Jennifer Brennan at 847-256-0561, extension 225, or send an email to jenniferb@chaletnursery.com. Brennan, who has a degree in ornamental horticulture and is an Illinois Certified Nursery Professional, leads the education seminars.

Chalet’s public education series, offered since 1997, provides timely and accurate horticultural information as a public service. The series reaches 3,000 adults and 700 children annually and regularly attracts industry leaders as guest lecturers. Chalet’s Education Center and online resources offer tips and ideas on a broad range of subjects, from lawn care and pest control to caring for roses and creating a vertical garden.

###

Chalet Landscape, Nursery and Garden Center is the recipient of numerous awards and honors. In 2009, these include the Judges’ Award from the Illinois Landscape Contractors Association and four gold medals for landscape design/construction and maintenance; the Revolutionary 100 National Award from Today’s Garden Center magazine, placing the company No. 1 in the country for community stewardship, customer service practices, employee training and incentive programs, industry contributions, marketing activities and profitability; two gold medals as part of the 2008 Retail Awards competition from the Illinois Green Industry Association; and  the 2008 Ecology Award from Opportunity Secure Data. Chalet is the No. 1 single outlet independent garden center in Illinois and No. 3 in the country for 2008 by Nursery Retailer Magazine. The 92-year-old company was named the most innovative garden center in America in 2007. The garden center is located at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., just off the Edens Expressway. Chalet’s landscape division is housed on a 28,000-square-foot complex on 16 acres in North Chicago, Ill. Chalet operates a 183-acre growing farm in Salem, Wis. For information, call 847-256-0561 or visit www.ChaletNursery.com.
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