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Spring Comes to Nike Sports Complex Expansion
Landscaping Next Step toward Project Completion
NAPERVILLE, Ill. (April 11, 2011) – A sure sign of spring’s arrival in Naperville is the installation of plantings at the site of the Nike Sports Complex expansion. Hundreds of plants including shade and ornamental trees, evergreens, shrubs, perennials and groundcover will become part of the landscape over the next few weeks as winter’s cold gives way to spring’s warmth.
“The installation of landscaping at Nike this season helps us further round the corner to the project’s completion and brings us closer to the opening of the new facilities later this summer,” says Michael Piszynski, project manager. “Thanks to good fall weather last year, we entered the winter in a good place with the project more than halfway complete. A beautiful spring will help us keep progress on schedule.”

Naperville Park District officials say facilities at the existing Nike Sports Complex will remain open while work on the expansion continues this season. When the project is complete, Naperville youth can enjoy 20 more acres for organized sports and recreational activities in a play area that nearly doubles the size of the existing complex. The expanded site will be used for Naperville Park District programs, by residents of all ages, and by community youth and athletic organizations.

The Nike Sports Complex expansion will feature tennis, basketball and sand volleyball courts, as well as the district’s first premier lighted artificial and multi-use fields for soccer, football and lacrosse, and one of two area cricket pitches. Highlights also will include bicycle and walking trails, and a 7,275-square-foot, ADA-accessible playground. Youngsters can enjoy age-accommodating swings, rock climbs and climbing wall, a wavy chain link bridge, telescope tunnel, six slides, loop ladder, theater platform stage and several crows nest look-outs. 
- more -
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Landscaping will include a variety of Midwest hardy shade and ornamental trees, including Corneliancherry Dogwood, Amur Maple, Red Oak, Brandywine Red Maple and Thornless Common Honeylocust. Several varieties of evergreen will dot the site, showcasing Douglas Fir, Techny Arborvitae and Green Colorado Spruce, among others.

Shrubs, such as Mohican Wayfaringtree Viburnum and Vernal Witchhazel, and perennials including Dwarf Fountain Grass, Black Eyed Susan and Prairie Dropseed, will provide natural habitat for migrating birds and beneficial insects. Sod and grass seed throughout the site are a mixture of prairie and Kentucky Bluegrass blends.
“When complete, the Nike Sports Complex will offer something for everyone – from the young athlete playing ball to the parent looking for recreational exercise,” Piszynski says. “We’re very much looking forward to opening this new facility for the Naperville community.”
For more information about Nike Park Sports Complex, call 630-848-5000 or visit http://www.napervilleparks.org. To learn more about the Naperville Park District and its programs and services, please visit www.napervilleparks.org.
###
About the Naperville Park District: Created in 1966, the Naperville Park District is an independent, municipal agency serving the recreation needs of its residents. As a leader in providing leisure experiences that enhance the quality of life for the community, the District maintains and operates more than 2,500 acres with 130+ parks and facilities and provides more than 900 recreational, arts and environmental programs and special events annually. Included within the District’s operations are two championship golf courses, a multitude of courts and sports fields, two inline skating and skateboarding facilities, the Millennium Carillon, a paddle boat quarry, historic Centennial Beach, and the beautiful Riverwalk.
