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Naperville Park District Miniature Landscape 

Celebrates its Diverse Recreation and Sports Amenities
Chicago Flower & Garden Show Horticulture Competition, Navy Pier, March 5-13


NAPERVILLE, Ill. (March 5, 2011) – Naperville Park District’s entry in the Chicago Flower & Garden Show Horticulture Competition, on display March 5 through 13 at Chicago’s Navy Pier, celebrates America’s favorite pastime in miniature. It also tips its hat at the diverse recreational and sports amenities the park district offers, including new projects opening in 2011 at the Nike Sports Complex, Seager Park, Centennial Beach and Knoch Park.

The horticulture competition’s theme, “Play Ball,” is fashioned around the show’s overall theme of “The Sport of Gardening” and is presented by the Chicago Botanic Garden in partnership with the Chicago Flower & Garden Show. “Play Ball” is an invitation to gardeners to bring their best plants to the playing field. Ribbons are awarded during the show to organizations and participants with entries in various categories. 
The park district’s entry – “Playing the Field” – is a 2- by 2-foot by 6-inch window box that meets requirements of the competition’s Field of Dreams Miniature Landscapes category. The to-scale model has a mini baseball field and twig backstop, tiny trees and blue-pebble stream. It also sports a natural area with flowering plants, grasses and turf. Live plants are Picea glauca ‘Conica’ – Dwarf Alberta Spruce; Sangina subulata ‘Aurea – Scotch Moss; Leptinella squalid ‘Platt’s Black’ – Brass Buttons; Isolepsis cernua – Fiber Optics Grass; Campanula poscharskyana ‘Stella’- Serbian Bellflower; and Poa pratensis – Kentucky Bluegrass.

- more -
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“I used our 2011 projects as inspiration and created a model to represent the variety of experiences the park district offers – from active to passive,” says Peggy Pelkonen, a registered landscape architect and project manager at Naperville Park District. “In one corner, the baseball field represents the structured and physically active aspects of the park district’s offerings. The landscape then evolves into natural areas, representing passive, creative opportunities, where there is a little stream for dipping miniature toes, tiny plants to stop and enjoy, and a small grove of trees to explore or play hide-and-seek.” 


The Chicago Flower & Garden Show, March 5-13, is open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, at Chicago’s Navy Pier. Visit www.chicagoflower.com for information and directions.


For more information about the Naperville Park District, including its diverse facilities, amenities – including cricket, hiking, swimming and youth athletic programs – call 630-848-5000 or visit www.napervilleparks.org.

###

About the Naperville Park District: Created in 1966, the Naperville Park District is an

independent, municipal agency serving the recreation needs of its residents. As a leader in

providing leisure experiences that enhance the quality of life for the community, the District

maintains and operates more than 2,500 acres with 130+ parks and facilities and provides more

than 900 recreational, arts and environmental programs and special events annually. Included

within the District’s operations are two championship golf courses, a multitude of courts and

sports fields, two inline skating and skateboarding facilities, the Millennium Carillon, a paddle

boat quarry, historic Centennial Beach, and the beautiful Riverwalk.
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