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Expanded Nike Sports Complex Will Provide More Benefits for Play
Multi-use turf fields will inspire love of sport for community youth 

NAPERVILLE, Ill. (March 5, 2011) – Most health experts agree that participating in organized sports provides teens and adolescents with rich benefits, from building team and leadership skills to strong muscles and healthy bodies. 
With the planned expansion of the Nike Sports Complex at Mill Street and Diehl and Bauer Roads nearly complete and opening this summer, Naperville youth can begin to look forward to 20 more acres for organized games. 
Local youth athletic coaches say the new fields will provide a safe opportunity for school-aged youth to develop friendships, while providing fitness opportunities that contribute to good health and well being. They also say the new fields are essential, as competition for game field availability increases among area youth teams. 
The Naperville community was desperate for recreational field space on the north side of town. Land adjacent to the existing Nike Sports Complex was purchased for expansion because of its size, location and proximity. It is easily accessible and is contiguous with the existing sports complex. The expanded site will be used for Naperville Park District programs, by residents of all ages, as well as community youth and local athletic organizations.
In addition to expanded turf ball fields, the new site will include courts for tennis, basketball and volleyball, as well as a playground, walking and bicycle trails, and a cricket pitch. It also will feature the district’s first premier lighted artificial and multi-use turf fields for soccer, football, lacrosse and more. 
- more -
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“The expanded Nike Sports Complex will allow many of our teams to practice and play games much closer to home,” says Brett Strang, director of coaching and executive director of the Galaxy Soccer Club. “The addition of a synthetic field and lights will also benefit the soccer clubs, which are pressed to find time to play weekday games, especially during the fall when daylight is limited.”
For more information about Nike Park Sports Complex, call 630-848-5000 or visit http://www.napervilleparks.org. To learn more about the Naperville Park District and its programs and services, please visit www.napervilleparks.org.
###
About the Naperville Park District: Created in 1966, the Naperville Park District is an independent, municipal agency serving the recreation needs of its residents. As a leader in providing leisure experiences that enhance the quality of life for the community, the District maintains and operates more than 2,500 acres with 130+ parks and facilities and provides more than 900 recreational, arts and environmental programs and special events annually. Included within the District’s operations are two championship golf courses, a multitude of courts and sports fields, two inline skating and skateboarding facilities, the Millennium Carillon, a paddle boat quarry, historic Centennial Beach, and the beautiful Riverwalk.
