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How Is My Landscape Faring Under All That Snow?

Horticulturist addresses toll of heavy snow on lawns and gardens

WILMETTE, Ill. (Feb. 11, 2011) – Somewhere, under all that snow, are your plants, shrubs and grass. If you’re concerned about how they will look once the white stuff melts, you’re not alone. 

Jennifer Brennan, horticulture information specialist with Chalet Landscape, Nursery and Garden Center, Wilmette, Ill., addresses common worries and provides tips for ensuring a beautiful landscape come spring:
The good news:

· For dormant plants, consistent snow cover is actually the best benefit during extreme temperature fluctuations. Even when ambient air temperatures are in the single digits, the soil temperature four inches below the soil line (when covered by snow) remains at 27 degrees. The magic survival number for the roots of all our hardy plants is 20 degrees. That’s why most plants here can survive our tough Chicago winters.
· This also is true for woody trees and shrubs, but particularly for perennial plants. The snow acts as a protective mulch that keeps perennials “sound asleep” until the growing season safely resumes.

· For evergreen ground cover plants, such as ivy and pachysandra, snow cover keeps the winter sun and harsh winds from drying and burning the leaves.
Now, things to keep in mind and do to “plow through” the snow cover:

· Evergreen plants with leaves or needles that stay on all winter typically catch and hold snow.  It is best to knock accumulated snow off branches and leaves immediately after it falls. Use a soft broom to gently tap the branches. If this cannot be done immediately and the snow hardens from cold overnight temperatures, it is best to wait until the snow melts off. More damage is done to frozen branches and leaves after the snow hardens.

· Rodents and rabbits do not like to go out to dinner during harsh winter days any more than humans do:  they will just tunnel under the snow to the closest woody tree or shrub to nibble the bark. They mostly favor plants with “sweet   bark,” including those in the Rosacea family such as roses, crabapples and viburnums. When the snow is this deep, many more plants are susceptible to rodent and rabbit nibbling. When the snow melts, 
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check plants and protect them with repellents or chicken wire cages placed around the trunks. 

· If snow cover lasts for many weeks, be prepared to treat plants with fungicides to prevent fungal leaf and stem rots. Snow traps humidity between the ground (at 27 degrees) and the bottom of the snow dome, making ideal conditions for lower-temperature types of fungal diseases such as snow mold on turf grass and Volutella stem blight on Pachysandra. 

For more information, or if you have any other winter garden and landscape questions, email Jennifer Brennan at jenniferb@chaletnursery.com or call 847-256-0561. 
Spring really isn’t that far away. To help you prepare, Chalet is holding a free lecture on “Pruning Basics”, from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., on Friday, Feb. 18 and repeated Saturday, Feb. 19 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Content will focus on the basics of pruning and provide information on tools and proper methods for trees, shrubs and evergreens. Lectures are held in the Education Center, 3132 Lake Ave. in Wilmette.

###
Chalet is the recipient of numerous awards and honors. In 2009, these include the Judges’ Award from the Illinois Landscape Contractors Association and four gold medals for landscape design/construction and maintenance; the Revolutionary 100 National Award from Today’s Garden Center magazine, placing the company No. 1 in the country for community stewardship, customer service practices, employee training and incentive programs, industry contributions, marketing activities and profitability; two gold medals as part of the 2008 Retail Awards competition from the Illinois Green Industry Association; and  the 2008 Ecology Award from Opportunity Secure Data. Chalet is the No. 1 single outlet independent garden center in Illinois and No. 3 in the country for 2008 by Nursery Retailer Magazine. The 92-year-old company was named the most innovative garden center in America in 2007. The garden center is located at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., just off the Edens Expressway. Chalet’s landscape division is housed on a 28,000-square-foot complex on 16 acres in North Chicago, Ill. Chalet operates a 183-acre growing farm in Salem, Wis. For information, call 847-256-0561 or visit www.ChaletNursery.com.
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