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Chalet’s Lindsay Sager Wins Prestigious Green Industry Award

Named Illinois Certified Nursery Professional of the Year

WILMETTE, Ill. (Feb. 10, 2011) – Lindsay Sager, a specialty garden designer for Chalet Landscape, Nursery and Garden Center, Wilmette, Ill., has been named Illinois Certified Nursery (ICN) Professional of the Year by the Illinois Green Industry Association (IGIA).  
Sager has worked for Chalet for more than five years, starting as an intern and becoming a valued member of the landscape services division. Most recently, she helped build Chalet's Specialty Garden Division with colleague Laura Justice and now oversees two full-time crews of garden and landscape professionals. 
An Iowa native, Sager earned her bachelor’s degree in horticulture from Iowa State University. She is an active member of IGIA and worked on a committee to re-shape and re-write the ICN Pro exam to better reflect the goals of the program and direction of the industry.
Sager was nominated for the ICN Pro of the Year award by a fellow IGIA committee member.  According to Dave Bender, IGIA executive director, Sager’s commitment to and knowledge of the industry propelled her to the top of the ranks.

“Lindsay stood above the rest of the nominees due to her education, experience and her service to the IGIA,” Bender says, adding that the awards committee also was impressed at how Sager approaches her role at Chalet. “Lindsay also is an advocate of industry education and has challenged and urged industry professionals to compile continuing education units.” Moreover, Bender says, Sager continues to serve as a mentor to horticulture colleagues.
Sager’s colleagues agree that her dedication to the green industry and to Chalet and its customers is inspiring.

-more-
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“This is a prestigious award, and much deserved,” says Larry Thalmann III, president and third-generation owner of Chalet, who adds that that Sager joins Chalet’s Tony Fulmer, retail manager, and Robert Milani, senior landscape architect, in receiving the award. Both are previous ICN Pro of the Year award winners.
As ICN Pro of the Year, Sager also will write articles for IGIA’s magazine, Growing Trends.
###
Chalet is the recipient of numerous awards and honors. In 2009, these include the Judges’ Award from the Illinois Landscape Contractors Association and four gold medals for landscape design/construction and maintenance; the Revolutionary 100 National Award from Today’s Garden Center magazine, placing the company No. 1 in the country for community stewardship, customer service practices, employee training and incentive programs, industry contributions, marketing activities and profitability; two gold medals as part of the 2008 Retail Awards competition from the Illinois Green Industry Association; and  the 2008 Ecology Award from Opportunity Secure Data. Chalet is the No. 1 single outlet independent garden center in Illinois and No. 3 in the country for 2008 by Nursery Retailer Magazine. The 92-year-old company was named the most innovative garden center in America in 2007. The garden center is located at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., just off the Edens Expressway. Chalet’s landscape division is housed on a 28,000-square-foot complex on 16 acres in North Chicago, Ill. Chalet operates a 183-acre growing farm in Salem, Wis. For information, call 847-256-0561 or visit www.ChaletNursery.com.
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