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Jennifer Davit’s Top 10 Tips

How to Recreate the Lurie Garden in Your Own Garden this Spring

News from the Lurie Garden in Millennium Park, Chicago

CHICAGO (Jan. 8, 2011) – The Lurie Garden in Millennium Park is a beloved Midwest destination for millions of visitors annually, including thousands of gardeners and those who dream of having a greener thumb. Now you can recreate aspects of this 3½-acre, four-season garden on a much smaller scale, using these tips from the Lurie Garden’s director, Jennifer Davit. Here are her top 10 suggestions for a spectacular spring display:

1. Organize your garden shed or tool area. Take inventory of what tools need sharpening and order replacement pieces. Sharp pruners give cleaner cuts and are easier on your hands.  

2. Make sure perennials or grasses left up for winter interest display are cut back before spring bulbs emerge. Trying to cut back plants amid tender, emerging spring bulbs makes the job more time consuming. It also increases the risk of damaging new growth, which you’ve been waiting for all winter!

3. Remove mulch from the crowns of perennials. Mulch left on top of perennials can cause new growth to rot. Make sure mulch is brushed off to prevent plant injury.

4. Test your soil, taking samples from a few areas. Use a home soil pH test kit or take a sample to your nearest agricultural extension office. (Check your local listings for sites near you.) When you get the results, add the proper nutrients to correct soil chemistry. For example, add sulfur to lower the pH or lime to increase it. 

5. Cultivate the soil. Use a three-pronged cultivator or Dutch hoe to break up the soil surface. Be sure to do this when the soil is dry. If it’s done when the soil is wet, the soil will dry into hard chunks. Cultivating soil this way will allow water and nutrients to penetrate and reach plant roots. Some of the cut-back material can also be turned into the soil. Toss the rest into the compost bin. 
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6. Examine trees or shrubs before they leaf out to determine what limbs and stems need pruning. It’s easiest to see the structure of a tree or shrub when it’s not hidden by foliage. Remove any crossing or rubbing branches and be watchful to shape the specimen. For trees or shrubs that bloom early, like cherries, wait until after they have bloomed to prune. 

7. Divide summer and fall blooming perennials when new growth is 3- to 4-inches tall. Wait until early spring blooming perennials have finished flowering before dividing. 

8. Map out your spring bulbs when they come up. It’s always hard to remember exactly where you wanted to add a new grouping of daffodils or tulips once your perennials have filled in the garden. Mapping out existing bulbs once they’ve come up will help you decide where to add new bulbs in the fall. 

9. Remember: most perennials don’t require much fertilizer. Many of the prairie plants and grasses displayed in the Lurie Garden actually perform better when not fertilized. Too much nitrogen can make them leggy and cause them to fall over. Before adding anything to your garden, look into the needs of your plants – because the best option may be to add nothing at all!

10. Water when necessary. Many people think they need to water as soon as new growth appears, but this is not always the case. Many perennials receive enough water from spring rains and snow melt and having damp roots in cool weather can lead to plant decline. Monitor individual plants and water only when signs of stress become evident. 

Beautiful in every season, the Lurie Garden is located at the southeast corner of Millennium Park, near the corner of Columbus Drive and Monroe Street. Millennium Park is easily reached by CTA and adjacent public parking is available. Millennium Park is universally accessible to patrons with disabilities. 

For more information, visit www.millenniumpark.org. Visit www.luriegarden.org for information about the Lurie Garden, including programming, events, seasonal highlights, plant features and design elements. 

###

About The Lurie Garden
The Lurie Garden in Chicago’s Millennium Park is a leader in cutting-edge design, responsible gardening practices and dynamic public programming in an urban environment. The garden offers a four-season experience blending Chicago’s past, present and future with bold design, dramatic form and intimate spaces. An urban model of responsible horticulture, the Lurie Garden provides a healthy habitat for a wide variety of plants and wildlife. A diverse group of people from all over the world enjoy the garden’s rich palate of free educational experiences. Created by the founders of Millennium Park, the Lurie Garden is owned by the City of Chicago, managed by Millennium Park, Inc., and is sustained by a generous endowment from Ann Lurie. For more information, visit www.luriegarden.com. 

About Millennium Park
Millennium Park, managed and programmed by the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, is an award-winning center for art, music, architecture and landscape design. The result of a unique partnership between the City of Chicago and the philanthropic community, the 24.5-acre park features the work of world-renowned architects, planners, artists and designers. Among Millennium Park’s prominent features are the Frank Gehry-designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion, the most sophisticated outdoor concert venue of its kind in the United States; the interactive Crown Fountain by Jaume Plensa; the contemporary Lurie Garden designed by the team of Gustafson Guthrie Nichol, Piet Oudolf and Robert Israel; and Anish Kapoor’s hugely popular Cloud Gate sculpture. Since its opening in July 2004, Millennium Park has welcomed more than 20 million people, making it one of the most popular destinations in Chicago.
For more information about Millennium Park, please contact Jill Hurwitz at 312-742-1149 or send an email to jhurwitz@cityofchicago.org.
Editors, please note: High-resolution digital photos are available on request. For downloadable news releases, visit http://greenmarkpr.com/clients/theluriegarden. If you have additional needs for interviews, illustrations or content, please call Sue Markgraf at 847-970-9160, or send an email to smarkgraf@greenmarkpr.com.

