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All eyes to the sky! Chalet releases monarch butterflies for annual migration
Lecture coincides with “Free the Butterflies” event Sept. 24 and 25
WILMETTE, Ill. (Sept. 19, 2010) – September is peak migration for monarch butterflies in the Chicago area as they make their way across the continent. Chalet, Wilmette, Ill., is marking the occasion with its annual “Free the Butterflies” event and lecture, Friday, Sept. 24 and repeated Saturday, Sept. 25.

A registered waystation for monarchs, Chalet plays a vital role in the circle of life for this ecologically-important species by tending to monarchs year-round, and by educating the public about the winged creatures. Freya Wellin, Chalet’s perennial buyer, is a recognized expert on monarch butterflies and will present a free lecture at 10 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 24 and at the same time on Saturday, Sept. 25. 
During her presentation, Wellin will share information on the lifecycles of monarchs and attractive host plants, including those that can be added to a yard or garden this fall. Following the lecture, Chalet’s customers and staff will join her as she releases hundreds of butterflies that have been under her care for much of the year. The release is timed to peak migration dates for this latitude and longitude. 

 
“It’s truly a spectacular sight,” Wellin says. “As beautiful as it is to glimpse these beautiful winged creates take flight, this event also is a unique way to learn how anyone can help ensure the ongoing health and wellness of the species.”
For more information, please visit Chalet at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., and online at www.ChaletNursery.com. Or, call 847-256-0561 or email info@ChaletNursery.com for details. For information on the Monarch Waystation Program, visit www.monarchwatch.org.

###
Chalet is the recipient of numerous awards and honors. In 2009, these include the Judges’ Award from the Illinois Landscape Contractors Association and four gold medals for landscape design/construction and maintenance; the Revolutionary 100 National Award from Today’s Garden Center magazine, placing the company No. 1 in the country for community stewardship, customer service practices, employee training and incentive programs, industry contributions, marketing activities and profitability; two gold medals as part of the 2008 Retail Awards competition from the Illinois Green Industry Association; and  the 2008 Ecology Award from Opportunity Secure Data. Chalet is the No. 1 single outlet independent garden center in Illinois and No. 3 in the country for 2008 by Nursery Retailer Magazine. The 92-year-old company was named the most innovative garden center in America in 2007. The garden center is located at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., just off the Edens Expressway. Chalet’s landscape division is housed on a 28,000-square-foot complex on 16 acres in North Chicago, Ill. Chalet operates a 183-acre growing farm in Salem, Wis. For information, call 847-256-0561 or visit www.ChaletNursery.com.
Editors, please note: High-resolution digital photos are available on request to illustrate this story. For other photos and downloadable news releases, please visit GreenMark Public Relations, Inc. at http://greenmarkpr.com/clients/chalet/. If you have additional needs for interviews, illustrations or content, please contact Lynn Petrak at lpetrak@greenmarkpr.com or call 708-945-0415.
