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Home Vegetable Gardens Can Be Practical and Beautiful
Chalet’s Experts Offer Tips for Creating Your Own
WILMETTE, Ill. (Nov. 16, 2009) – Vegetable gardens have exploded in the suburban landscape, due in part to a combination of economic stress and an awareness of environmental issues. Creating a vegetable garden at home provides an opportunity to save money and gas to the grocery store. It also provides teaching moments for children, offering lessons for growing and producing food. 

But vegetable gardens aren’t always the most attractive additions to a home landscape. The experts at Chalet, Wilmette, Ill., say there are several ways homeowners can create a vegetable garden that is visually appealing, unique, educational, nutritious  and – most importantly – delicious. 
Consider location first. Vegetable gardens should be located in sunny, well-drained locations. Whether you have a relatively flat yard or one that already drains well, a garden space can be defined and surrounded in a raised natural stone retaining wall to add beauty and improve drainage.  
Walkways through the vegetable garden can be made attractive by using stone steppers or crushed bluestone, which are much more colorful than soil. Consider decorative elements such as trellises or sculptures as focal points. These structures not only add visual and creative interest, they can also be used to anchor climbing fruits and vegetables as they grow vertically.  
- more -
Chalet Vegetable Gardens//Add One

Rabbits, deer and other animals can wreak havoc in a vegetable garden, so fencing is usually a necessity, creating another opportunity to beautify the garden. Decorative wrought iron or wooden fencing with metal wire backing keeps hungry animals out while also creating visual beauty on the garden’s perimeter. 

The fencing style can be one that matches the architectural style of the home or existing fencing on the property, and can feature a decorative arbor or archway at the garden entrance. Any or all of these techniques can turn an ordinary vegetable garden into a thing of beauty – and an asset to your landscape. 
###
Chalet is the recipient of numerous awards and honors. In 2009, these include the Judges’ Award from the Illinois Landscape Contractors Association and four gold medals for landscape design/construction and maintenance; the Revolutionary 100 National Award from Today’s Garden Center magazine, placing the company No. 1 in the country for community stewardship, customer service practices, employee training and incentive programs, industry contributions, marketing activities and profitability; two gold medals as part of the 2008 Retail Awards competition from the Illinois Green Industry Association; and  the 2008 Ecology Award from Opportunity Secure Data. Chalet is the No. 1 single outlet independent garden center in Illinois and No. 3 in the country for 2008 by Nursery Retailer Magazine. The 92-year-old company was named the most innovative garden center in America in 2007. The garden center is located at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., just off the Edens Expressway. Chalet’s landscape division is housed on a 28,000-square-foot complex on 16 acres in North Chicago, Ill. Chalet operates a 183-acre growing farm in Salem, Wis. For information, call 847-256-0561 or visit www.ChaletNursery.com
Editors, please note: High-resolution digital photos like the one below are available on request. If you have additional needs for interviews, illustrations or content, please contact Sue Markgraf at smarkgraf@greenmarkpr.com or 847-970-9160. 
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Caption: Home vegetable gardens can be beautiful as well as practical by considering location, design and protection from neighborhood critters. (Photo courtesy of Chalet)
