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News Advisory ~ Interviews & Story Lead

Fall Brings Bounty of Color to Newly Restored Pioneer Park

Thousands of Seasonal Prairie and Woodland Plants Thrive in Healthy Environment

What:
Naperville’s 26-acre, newly restored Pioneer Park is a palate of fall colors
and textures, featuring thousands of native prairie plants and thriving woodland species.

Why:
Since receiving the Illinois Department of Natural Resources Conservation
2000 grant in 2006, the Naperville Park District has been hard at work restoring Pioneer Park’s prairie and woodlands from invasive plants and non-native species. The project began in spring of 2007 with hand removal of garlic mustard, teasel and other invasive plants by Park District staff and volunteers. In 2008, native trees, perennials and seed mixtures were planted. Interpretive signage was installed this year to explain the restoration process and the results visitors are now seeing.

Where:
Pioneer Park is located at 1212 S. Washington St. in Naperville. Features
include a canoe launch and two picnic shelters.

Visuals

& Interviews:

· Pioneer Park prairie and woodlands in glorious fall color

· Peggy Pelkonen, the Naperville Park District’s project manager overseeing the Pioneer Park restoration, on the process of restoring an Illinois prairie and woodland

· Volunteers on their involvement and what it’s like to hand plant a prairie and woodland

Media

Contacts:
High resolution digital images are available to help illustrate stories.

· Sameera Luthman, Naperville Park District, 630-848-3570

· Sue Markgraf, GreenMark Public Relations, 847-970-9160

Public

Information: Please visit http://www.napervilleparks.org.
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