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Celebrate “A Salute to Freedom” at Civil War Museum
Honor Lincoln Bicentennial, Meet an Eagle and Explore Civil War Era Freedoms, June 12-14 

KENOSHA, Wis. (April 30, 2009) –  Celebrate the history, people and stories of the Civil War’s impact on the Upper Midwest at the second annual “A Salute to Freedom” family events June 12-14, at the Civil War Museum in Kenosha, Wis. 
Presented by Kenosha Public Museums, the weekend events will focus on the Lincoln Bicentennial with a theme of freedom in everyday life during the American Civil War. The celebration also marks the one-year anniversary of the opening of the Civil War Museum and completion of the museum’s permanent “The Fiery Trial” exhibit.  

“A Salute to Freedom” kicks off at 6:30 p.m. Friday, June 12, with a theatrical presentation by Chicago-area journalist and Civil War historian Bill Kurtis and Civil War re-enactor Michelle Martin. The “Spirit of Freedom” event in the Civil War Museum’s Freedom Hall will include clips from Kurtis' Civil War documentary. Refreshments will be served by select restaurants and caterers. Kurtis and Martin will sign copies of their limited edition “The Prairie Table Cookbook,” available for purchase at Friday night’s event and throughout the weekend. Cost is $29.95 per cookbook. Advance registration is required for this fundraising event; tickets are $100 each.  
Activities, presentations and entertainment are free and open to the public from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, and from noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday, June 14. “President Abraham Lincoln” and “Mary Todd Lincoln” will greet visitors and provide photo opportunities. President Lincoln will present a special Flag Day address at 12:30 p.m. and at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 14.
Re-enactors in period dress will interact with attendees, and theatrical presentations scheduled throughout the weekend will portray slices of history. Civil War Museum Theatre Program seminar room presentations include “Ida B. Wells,” the civil rights activist, daughter of slaves and founder of one of the country’s first black newspapers, and “Cordelia Harvey,” the 
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“Wisconsin Angel” who helped improve conditions for wounded soldiers.
Educational presentations include a program on the nation’s eagle mascot “Old Abe” by Peter Jacobsohn, DDS, a long-time member and past president of the Civil War Round Table of Milwaukee, Inc. Civil War historian, author and Civil War Museum content consultant Lance Herdegen will discuss the Iron Brigade.

Visitors can meet a live eagle during the popular “Eagle and Friends” program by the Schlitz Audubon Nature Center at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 13, and at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, June 14. To accommodate large audiences, the program will be held at DaimlerChrysler Hall in the Kenosha Public Museum, adjacent to the Civil War Museum. 

“A Salute to Freedom” will also feature a late 18th century craft fair featuring tintypes, woodcarving and weaving. Other family activities include hands-on crafts, period games and a display of period cannons. Civil War era music will be showcased through the Regimental Volunteer Band of Wisconsin and guitar music by Ed Merriman. The Kenosha Pops Band will present a patriotic concert on the Civil War Museum Terrace at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 13. 
In addition to “A Salute to Freedom” activities, visitors can explore the newly-opened main exhibit gallery, “The Fiery Trial,” and the new temporary exhibit, “I had my likeness taken …Portrait Photographs from the Civil War” in the John M. Antaramian Gallery.

 “The Fiery Trial” life-scale exhibit showcases the personal stories and contributions of the men and women of the Upper Midwest and helps visitors understand the social, political and economic influences that contributed to the Civil War. Seen through the eyes of soldiers, nurses, spouses, children, slaves and others who lived it, “The Fiery Trial” spans the home front, railroad and waterways to the battlefront and back home again. 
The “I had my likeness taken …Portrait Photographs from the Civil War” opens June 6 and reveals the unspoken messages of patriotism, friendship, hope, pride, weariness, love, fear and aggression displayed in carefully staged images. The portraits show how uniforms, clothing, weapons and accoutrements were worn and used by the soldiers and citizens of the time period.
“A Salute to Freedom” is free and open to the public, as is admission to the Civil War Museum, 5400 First Ave., Kenosha, Wis. There is a $5 fee for adults to visit “The Fiery Trial” 
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exhibit. Members of Kenosha Public Museums and children 15 and younger are admitted free of charge. School groups and tours are welcome; program fees apply. Convenient on-site parking is free. Milwaukee NBC affiliate WTMJ 4 is the official television sponsor of “A Salute to Freedom.”
To register for the June 12 evening fundraiser or for further information about the weekend’s events, call the Civil War Museum at 262-653-4141 or visit www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
###
Located on the shores of Lake Michigan in downtown Kenosha, the Civil War Museum opened in June 2008 as part of the Kenosha Public Museums to showcase a unique presentation of the Civil War connections between the Upper Midwest home front and the battle front. Through state-of-the-art museum technology, life-size diorama, and interactive exhibits, visitors travel back in history to the social, political and economic influences that contributed to the Civil War and influenced the Upper Midwest region, specifically Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Indiana and Michigan. The 15,000-sq. ft. permanent exhibit gallery showcases significant Civil War artifacts important to the regional and national Civil War story through life-scale, interactive exhibits as well as audio and video technology. It tells the stories of those whose lives were changed by the Civil War and how those people shaped the course of American history. Kenosha Public Museums is accredited by the American Association of Museums and is a Smithsonian affiliate. Located at 5400 First Ave., Kenosha, Wis., 53140, the Civil War Museum is open noon to 5 p.m. Sunday and Monday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. For further information, contact the Civil War Museum at 262-653-4141 or visit www.thecivilwarmuseum.org. For more about Kenosha, visit the Kenosha Area Convention & Visitors Bureau site at www.kenoshacvb.com. 

Editors, please note: For high-resolution images depicting the Civil War Museum and its exhibits, or a digital file of the museum logo, please contact Cathy Sivak, GreenMark Public Relations, at 262-859-9514 or csivak@greenmarkpr.com.   
