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First-Person Perspective Reveals History at the Kenosha Civil War Museum
Interactive Exhibits and Events Engage Families & History Buffs in Midwest’s Civil War Role

KENOSHA, Wis. (April 28, 2009) – First-person historical perspective is the centerpiece of the Civil War Museum, Kenosha, Wis. Interactive exhibits unveil untold American Civil War stories through exploration of individual and regional Upper Midwest contributions. Permanent and showcase exhibits are housed in the award-winning Civil War Museum design.
The only museum of its kind in the nation, the Civil War Museum’s engaging exhibits tell the personal stories of the Upper Midwest, from lives changed by the Civil War to those who shaped the course of American history. Exhibits and special events are designed to appeal to Civil War and history buffs as well as families. 
The newly-opened “The Fiery Trial” life-scale permanent exhibit showcases the personal stories and contributions of the men and women of the Upper Midwest and helps visitors understand the social, political and economic influences that contributed to the Civil War. Seen through the eyes of soldiers, nurses, spouses, children, slaves and others who lived it, “The Fiery Trial” spans the home front, railroad and waterways to the battlefront and back home again. Life-scale, interactive exhibits include audio and video technology. 
Housed in the 15,000 sq. ft. permanent gallery, “The Fiery Trial” showcases significant Civil War artifacts important to the regional and national Civil War story and features life-scale, immersive “you-are-here” experiences. One story takes visitors from a Civil War cemetery and monument back in time to the Fourth of July, circa 1850, as the legacy of the Revolutionary War generation is celebrated. As war breaks out, the hometown square shares the social, political and economic influences on the war. Visitors hear personal accounts of the Underground Railroad, attend an Abolitionist meeting and board the train east to the battlefront to ride along and learn the stories of a soldier, a free black man, a newspaper reporter and others. 
Visitors are then in the midst of everyday life in between Civil War battles - food
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preparation, medical care, the mail system, recreation and music. As the war ends, visitors leave the battle area by steamship, then meet familiar train travelers to share how life has changed as a result of the war. As visitors arrive back home, the news of Lincoln's assassination is announced. The town begins to adjust to personal and national loss. Visitors continue forward in time and witnesses establishment of veterans’ groups, the first Decoration Day and memorials to Civil War soldiers. The exhibit closes with discussion of enduring Civil War issues that exist today. 
The Veteran's Gallery is a tribute to veterans of all wars. The circular first-floor room features fiber optic stars that create a night sky overhead. Civil War soldiers share a campfire meal in a central focal point sculpture, joined by veterans of other wars sharing a cup of coffee, K-rations or MREs throughout the gallery. The portrayal of the moment of rest with comrades establishes the solidarity of soldiers from all wars. The room perimeter showcases artifacts and memorabilia in monoliths dedicated to each war. 
Visitors to the Jack D. Michaels Resource Center find a window into the life and times of the Civil War. Copies of first-person accounts of life during the Civil War, including letters, photographs and newspapers are available. Examples of period music, games, genealogy references and resources, reference books, maps and travel information are also on hand. 
The second floor John M. Antaramian Gallery provides 1,750 square feet to showcase focus exhibits of Civil War era art, artifacts, costumes, newspapers, memorabilia and collectibles. The “I Had My Likeness Taken…Portrait Photographs from the Civil War,” exhibit opens in the gallery Saturday, June 6 and will run through March 30, 2010. 
The rare collection of Civil War Museum and privately-owned images presents the portraits homesick soldiers exchanged with spouses, family, friends and lovers, most often accompanied by a letter explaining “I had my likeness taken.” Period ambrotype, tintype and carte de visite portrait examples showcased with digitally-enhanced enlargements offer an intimate, up-close way to “meet” each subject. Accompanying displays provide details. 
Visitors can make their own tintype likeness during the Civil War Museum’s second annual “A Salute to Freedom” weekend, Friday through Sunday, June 12-14. Photographer Steve Ingrahm will create tintype portraits from noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday, June 14, on the museum’s
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west lawn (or alternate location inside the museum). 
“A Salute to Freedom” interactive events showcase the Lincoln Bicentennial and a theme of freedom in everyday life during the American Civil War. Visitors can enjoy re-enactors, period crafts, live eagles, music, theatrical presentations and hands-on activities. The “Spirit of Freedom” opening reception on Friday, June 12 in the museum’s Freedom Hall features acclaimed broadcaster Bill Kurtis and film clips from his Civil War documentary. Advance registration is required for this ticketed evening fundraising event; tickets are $100.
 “A Salute to Freedom” is free and open to the public, as is admission to the Civil War Museum, located at 5400 First Ave., Kenosha, Wis., 53140. There is a $5 fee for adults to visit “The Fiery Trial” exhibit. Members of Kenosha Public Museums and children 15 and younger are admitted free of charge. School groups and tours are welcome; program fees apply. Convenient on-site parking is free.
For further information about the Civil War Museum’s exhibits or “A Salute to Freedom” weekend events, call the museum at 262-653-4141 or visit www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
###
Located on the shores of Lake Michigan in downtown Kenosha, the Civil War Museum opened in June 2008 as part of the Kenosha Public Museums to showcase a unique presentation of the Civil War connections between the Upper Midwest home front and the battle front. Through state-of-the-art museum technology, life-size diorama, and interactive exhibits, visitors travel back in history to the social, political and economic influences that contributed to the Civil War and influenced the Upper Midwest region, specifically Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Indiana and Michigan. The 15,000-sq. ft. permanent exhibit gallery showcases significant Civil War artifacts important to the regional and national Civil War story through life-scale, interactive exhibits as well as audio and video technology. It tells the stories of those whose lives were changed by the Civil War and how those people shaped the course of American history. Kenosha Public Museums is accredited by the American Association of Museums and is a Smithsonian affiliate. Located at 5400 First Ave., Kenosha, Wis., 53140, the Civil War Museum is open noon to 5 p.m. Sunday and Monday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. For further information, contact the Civil War Museum at 262-653-4141 or visit www.thecivilwarmuseum.org. For more about Kenosha, visit the Kenosha Area Convention & Visitors Bureau site at www.kenoshacvb.com. 
Editors, please note: High-resolution images from “The Fiery Trial” main exhibit, the “I Had My Likeness Taken…Portrait Photographs from the Civil War” exhibit, the Civil War Museum and the museum logo are available on request. For more details, contact Cathy Sivak, GreenMark Public Relations, at 262-859-9514 or csivak@greenmarkpr.com.   
