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Kenosha Civil War Museum Lands Top Design Honor 
American Society of Interior Designers Gives Gold to Civil War Museum Architecture Firm 
KENOSHA, Wis. (April 28, 2009) – Use of light and historic ambience inside the Kenosha, Wis., Civil War Museum garnered top honors this month from the American Society of Interior Designers (ASID). Design elements in the museum’s two-story central lobby and public exhibit areas netted architectural firm Engberg Anderson Design Partnership Inc. an ASID 2008 Gold award in the educational/institutional project category.
The museum opened in June 2008 to interactively explore the history, people and stories of the Civil War’s impact on the Upper Midwest. Structures from the Civil War era provided inspiration for the museum’s design by the Milwaukee-based firm. 
“The restrained and sophisticated color palette, continued from the exterior materials, allows the galleries to be highlighted,” says Sarah Ponto, the Engberg Anderson interior designer primarily responsible for the award-winning museum interior spaces.  “The carpet design harkens to the gabion baskets woven on the battlefield to create makeshift bunkers.”
Other period influences include low arches to mimic historic masonry foundation elements. Columns and fixtures bring to mind the lightweight, temporary bridges and towers used by advancing Civil War troops, says Peggy Gregorski, development coordinator, Kenosha Public Museums. 
Engberg Anderson designed the Civil War Museum, as well as the adjacent Kenosha Public Museum. The firm also created the overall design guidelines for the 69-acre Kenosha HarborPark area master plan located along Lake Michigan. Formerly an American Motors Corporation assembly plant site, the area now hosts museums, lakefront walkways and parks, residential development, dining opportunities and an electric streetcar.
The award-winning Civil War Museum design will shine at its second annual “A Salute to Freedom” family events, Friday through Sunday, June 12-14. Weekend events celebrate the 
-more-
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Lincoln Bicentennial and the theme of everyday freedoms through re-enactors, period crafts, live eagles, music, theatrical presentations and hands-on activities.


Presented by Kenosha Public Museums, the family-friendly “A Salute to Freedom” also marks the one-year Civil War Museum anniversary and the completion of the permanent “The 
Fiery Trial” exhibit. The museum’s limited-run “I Had My Likeness Taken…Portrait Photographs from the Civil War” exhibit will be open in the John M. Antaramian Gallery throughout the weekend’s events. 
“A Salute to Freedom” is free and open to the public, as is admission to the Civil War Museum, 5400 First Ave., Kenosha, Wis. There is a $5 fee for adults to visit “The Fiery Trial” exhibit. Members of Kenosha Public Museums and children 15 and younger are admitted free of charge. School groups and tours are welcome; program fees apply. Convenient on-site parking is free.
For further information about the Civil War Museum design award or “A Salute to Freedom” weekend events, call the Civil War Museum at 262-653-4141 or visit www.thecivilwarmuseum.org. For more about Engberg Anderson, visit http://www.eadp.com/. For more about Kenosha attractions, visit the Kenosha Area Convention & Visitors Bureau at http://www.kenoshacvb.com/. To learn more about the American Society of Interior Designers, visit http://www.asid.org/.
###

Located on the shores of Lake Michigan in downtown Kenosha, the Civil War Museum opened in June 2008 as part of the Kenosha Public Museums to showcase a unique presentation of the Civil War connections between the Upper Midwest home front and the battle front. Through state-of-the-art museum technology, life-size diorama, and interactive exhibits, visitors travel back in history to the social, political and economic influences that contributed to the Civil War and influenced the Upper Midwest region, specifically Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Indiana and Michigan. The 15,000-sq. ft. permanent exhibit gallery showcases significant Civil War artifacts important to the regional and national Civil War story through life-scale, interactive exhibits as well as audio and video technology. It tells the stories of those whose lives were changed by the Civil War and how those people shaped the course of American history. Kenosha Public Museums is accredited by the American Association of Museums and is a Smithsonian affiliate. Located at 5400 First Ave., Kenosha, Wis., 53140, the Civil War Museum is open noon to 5 p.m. Sunday and Monday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. For further information, contact the Civil War Museum at 262-653-4141 or visit www.thecivilwarmuseum.org. For more about Kenosha, visit the Kenosha Area Convention & Visitors Bureau site at www.kenoshacvb.com. 

Editors, please note: High-resolution images of the Civil War Museum and the museum logo are available on request. For more details, contact Cathy Sivak, GreenMark Public Relations, at 262-859-9514 or csivak@greenmarkpr.com.   
