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Bill Kurtis Headlines “Spirit of Freedom” Evening 
Kenosha Civil War Museum on Friday, June 12 
KENOSHA, Wis. (April 28, 2009) – Veteran broadcast journalist Bill Kurtis visits the Civil War Museum in Kenosha, Wis., to headline the “Spirit of Freedom” evening event on Friday, June 12. A Kurtis presentation, including film clips from his Civil War documentary, will highlight the opening reception to the museum’s “A Salute to Freedom” weekend events on Saturday and Sunday, June 13-14. 
The evening, a ticketed fundraising event in the museum’s Freedom Hall, starts at 6:30 p.m. with a meet-and-greet with President and Mrs. Lincoln (historic re-enactors Max and Donna Daniels), conversations with Civil War luminaries of our time and refreshments provided by celebrity chefs, restaurants and caterers. Advance registration is required; tickets are $100. 
Kurtis, the former “CBS Morning News” broadcaster and host of A&E Television Network programs including “Investigative Reports” and “Cold Case Files,” will take the floor at 7:15 p.m. He will discuss and show clips from his “The Lost Battle of the Civil War” documentary, produced in 2004 by Kurtis Productions for the History Channel. The documentary chronicles Union troops from Wisconsin and Iowa fighting Confederate General Sterling Price in the Battle of Mine Creek in Kansas, the second largest Civil War cavalry battle. 
 “While Wisconsin did not figure into the battle maps of the Civil War, she along with other Midwestern states provided the manpower Lincoln needed to fight the war to a successful conclusion,” Kurtis says. 
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“I am honored to be part of the first anniversary celebration of the Civil War Museum,” he adds. “The museum will not only educate future generations about the struggles and sacrifices of the Civil War generation of Americans, but also will hopefully make them thankful for the lives we live today.” 
The presentation will include a first person “living history” interpretation of the battle’s aftermath by historical educator and re-enactor Michelle Martin. She will portray Emma Caroline Morley, aiding soldiers after the Battle of Mine Creek. 
“Exhibits and interactive displays are a wonderful way to educate visitors about the impact of the American Civil War; living history brings that mission full circle,” Martin says. 
A former faculty member at Fort Scott Community College, Fort Scott, Kan., Martin collaborates with Kurtis on historic projects including presentations, documentaries and co-authoring of “The Prairie Table Cookbook.”

Mid-to-late-19th century foods of the American West along with the best in modern cooking are featured. The cookbook contains more than 100 recipes plus historical perspective on the Old West’s grass-fed cattle production and full-color photography. It also provides an inside look at Kurtis’ grass-fed organic beef ranch in Sedan, Kan., and his Tallgrass Beef Company. Signed copies will be available at the opening reception and throughout “A Salute to Freedom” events. Cookbooks cost $29.95.
Refreshments from select restaurants and caterers will include Tallgrass Beef as a featured menu item by Food for Thought Catering, Lincolnwood, Ill. Kenosha native and celebrity chef Tony Mantuano of Chicago’s Spiaggia and Kenosha’s Mangia Trattoria restaurants – and President Barack Obama’s proclaimed “favorite” – will be among the event’s top chefs. 
The opening reception musters in a full roster of free “A Salute to Freedom” family-friendly weekend events presented by Kenosha Public Museums at the Civil War Museum, June 13-14. The second annual “A Salute to Freedom will focus on the Lincoln Bicentennial with a theme of freedom in everyday life during the American Civil War. The celebration also marks 
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the one-year anniversary of the opening of the Civil War Museum and completion of its permanent “The Fiery Trial” exhibit. The Civil War Museum explores the history, people and stories of the Civil War’s impact on the Upper Midwest.
“A Salute to Freedom” is free and open to the public, as is admission to the Civil War Museum, 5400 First Ave., Kenosha, Wis. There is a $5 fee for adults to visit “The Fiery Trial” exhibit. Members of Kenosha Public Museums and children 15 and younger are admitted free of charge. School groups and tours are welcome; program fees apply. Convenient on-site parking is free.
To register for the evening fundraiser or for further information about the weekend’s activities, contact the Civil War Museum at 262-653-4141 or visit www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
###
Located on the shores of Lake Michigan in downtown Kenosha, the Civil War Museum opened in June 2008 as part of the Kenosha Public Museums to showcase a unique presentation of the Civil War connections between the Upper Midwest home front and the battle front. Through state-of-the-art museum technology, life-size diorama, and interactive exhibits, visitors travel back in history to the social, political and economic influences that contributed to the Civil War and influenced the Upper Midwest region, specifically Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Indiana and Michigan. The 15,000-sq. ft. permanent exhibit gallery showcases significant Civil War artifacts important to the regional and national Civil War story through life-scale, interactive exhibits as well as audio and video technology. It tells the stories of those whose lives were changed by the Civil War and how those people shaped the course of American history. Kenosha Public Museums is accredited by the American Association of Museums and is a Smithsonian affiliate. Located at 5400 First Ave., Kenosha, Wis., 53140, the Civil War Museum is open noon to 5 p.m. Sunday and Monday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. For further information, contact the Civil War Museum at 262-653-4141 or visit www.thecivilwarmuseum.org. For more about Kenosha, visit the Kenosha Area Convention & Visitors Bureau site at www.kenoshacvb.com. 

Editors, please note: For high-resolution images of Bill Kurtis, Michelle Martin, “The Prairie Table Cookbook,” the Civil War Museum and its exhibits, or a digital file of the museum logo, contact Cathy Sivak, GreenMark Public Relations, at 262-859-9514 or csivak@greenmarkpr.com. A selection of recipes from “The Prairie Table Cookbook” also is available on request. 

