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Public Invited to the Sixth Annual DuPage Environmental Summit
“Greening” Our Transportation and Roads is the Theme
NAPERVILLE, Ill. (Dec. 15, 2008) – The population of DuPage County has grown to nearly one million residents. The corresponding increase in vehicles on the roads has not only contributed to traffic congestion, but also to problems with storm water management and the environment.
To learn about greening our transportation and roads, the public is invited to join business leaders, elected officials, scientists, engineers, health professionals and county officials at the Sixth Annual DuPage Environmental Summit. Scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 8 from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., the event takes place at Benedictine University’s Krasa Center, 5700 College Road, Lisle, Ill. 60532.  
“DuPage County needs to do all if can to preserve and improve the environmental and aesthetic quality of life for its residents in the face of remarkable growth,” said Jack Sheaffer, Ph.D., chairman of the DuPage Environmental Commission. “The Environmental Summit provides the opportunity for the public to join with industry experts in an exchange of information and ideas to improve the county’s forecast for the future.”

The Summit is a cooperative effort of sponsors that include the DuPage Environmental Commission, The Conservation Foundation, The DuPage Community Foundation, the DuPage County Board/Environmental & Transportation Committees, Benedictine University, SCARCE and the University of Illinois Extension.

The agenda features the following topics:
1:15-1:45 p.m.: 
 “Regional Transportation Planning and the Environment,” presented by Jesse Elam, Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
1:45- 2:15 p.m.:  
“Cleaning up Our Road Runoff,” presented by Roger Bannerman, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
2:15-2:45 p.m.:
“Examples of Green Roads,” presented by Warrenville Mayor David Brummel and Jay Behnke, S.T.A.T.E. Testing, LLC 
3:15-3:45 p.m.:
“Green Tollways,” presented by Angela La Porte, Illinois State Highway Authority

3:45-4:15 p.m.:
“Mass Transit in DuPage,” presented by a representative of the Regional Transportation Authority; and 
4:15-4:45 p.m.:
“Alternative Fuels 101,” presented by John Walton, Forest Preserve District of DuPage County

4:45 p.m.:
Closing by Jack Sheaffer, Ph.D., DuPage Environmental Commission
- more -
The Conservation Foundation//Environmental Summit//Add One
Exhibits featuring displays from local conservation groups and local companies specializing in environmentally-friendly transportation products and services will be available to attendees from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

This year’s Summit will once again be a “no waste, environmentally friendly” event.  Attendees are encouraged to reduce their environmental impact by carpooling and bringing their own reusable cup for beverages and reusable bags for handouts.
At the end of the day, sponsors will announce how much waste was reduced, how many people carpooled and estimate our carbon footprint. To demonstrate the county’s commitment to preserving water – our most valuable resource – a raffle will be held for a rain barrel.
Attendance is free but the courtesy of registration is appreciated. Lunch is available for $5 that day at the Krasa Center buffet.

For more information or to register, visit www.theconservationfoundation.org; call 630-428-4500, Ext. 10; or email cthompson@theconservationfoundation.org.
###
The Conservation Foundation, a nonprofit land and watershed protection organization, is dedicated to preserving open space and natural lands, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of the environment in northeastern Illinois. Established in 1972 by business and community leaders, it is the only environmental organization to receive the 2008 Annual Award for Business Excellence from The Business Ledger. It received consecutive Four-Star Ratings, the highest bestowed, in 2007 and 2008 from Charity Navigator. Working closely with citizens, elected officials, developers, land use planners, park districts and forest preserves, The Conservation Foundation has helped protect more than 30,000 acres of open space. The Conservation Foundation has more than 4,500 donors and members. Its main office is at the 60-acre McDonald Farm in Naperville, Ill., with a program office located at the Dickson-Murst Farm in Montgomery, Ill. For more information about activities, programs and membership, visit www.theconservationfoundation.org or call 630-428-4500.



