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News from the Original Sustainable Living Guide
Now Showing: The Summer Triangle

Farmers’ Almanac Offers Summer Astronomy Lessons
SAVANNAH, Ga. (July 21, 2008) – Instead of turning on the TV tonight, why not turn to the eastern sky about two hours after sundown and see if you can spot the famous Summer Triangle?

Farmers’ Almanac astronomer Joe Rao says this is the best time of year to see the astronomical pattern. “You can’t miss it because the triangle is composed of three of the brightest stars in the sky, each of which is the brightest star in its own constellation.”
The brightest star is the bluish-white Vega in the constellation Lyra, the Lyre. Next in brightness is yellow-white Altair in Aquila, the Eagle, followed by white Deneb in Cygnus, the Swan. From our viewpoint, Vega appears twice as bright as Altair and more than three times brighter than Deneb. 

More Summer Sky Fun


Check out the Full Sturgeon Moon on Aug. 16 at 5:16 p.m. (Eastern Daylight Time). Native American fishing tribes named this moon for sturgeon, a large fish of the Great Lakes and other major bodies of water, which was most readily caught during August. A few tribes knew it as the Full Red Moon because, as the moon rises, it appears reddish through any sultry haze. It was also called the Green Corn Moon or Grain Moon.

- more -
Farmers’ Almanac Summer Astronomy//Add One
The nighttime sky is full of many groupings of stars that look like and are named after mythical figures, animals or inanimate objects. Right now, Scorpius is visible low toward the southern horizon during the late evening hours. This spectacular constellation is made up of as many as 15 moderately bright stars that form a distinctive figure of a scorpion. The upper stars form its body and its tail slants toward the horizon, then curves to the left and upward. A fine stream of stars ends in the wide pair that marks the scorpion’s stinger.

If you have binoculars, use them to sweep all through the region around Scorpius. You may see many beautiful sky objects such as double and multiple stars, as well as a variety of different star clusters. The most dominant of these stars is Antares, a gigantic reddish sun measuring about 600 million miles in diameter (in contrast, our sun is less than a million miles across). If our Earth were the size of a baseball, Antares would be a globe measuring more than three and one-third miles across. It would require about 9,000 of our suns to match the luminosity of this great star. Its light requires about 600 years to reach the Earth.

For more great information from the astronomy experts at Farmers’ Almanac, visit www.FarmersAlmanac.com.

###

Farmers’ Almanac, which features an orange and green cover, has been published every year since 1818. It contains useful and interesting articles as well as long-range weather predictions, gardening advice, recipes and more. Editors Peter Geiger and Sandi Duncan are available for lively and informative interviews, either by phone or in person. Both love to talk about the weather, share useful Almanac trivia and advice, and offer tips on how to get back to the simple life.

Farmers’ Almanac TV, based in Savannah, Georgia, is a wholly owned subsidiary of Buy The Farm, LLC, which owns the exclusive license for video and electronic media production of the Farmers’ Almanac brand. American Public Television distributed the public television show, Farmers’ Almanac TV. Farmers’ Almanac TV and Farmers’ Almanac trademarks are licensed from Almanac Publishing Company and are used by Buy The Farm, LLC, with full rights therein.
Editors, please note: A high-res image of the following photo is available by contacting Cynthia Greenwood, cgreenwood@greenmarkpr.com or 847-404-8404. Please credit iStockphoto. 
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Don’t miss the Summer Triangle which features three of the brightest stars, each of which is the brightest in its own constellation. Visit www.FarmersAlmanac.com for more summer astronomy tips. 
