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How Labor Day Became a Holiday
News from Farmers’ Almanac® ~ the Original Sustainable Living Guide

SAVANNAH, Ga. (Aug. 14, 2008) – Labor Day is a holiday like no other in the world. Celebrated on the first Monday of September, it is dedicated to honoring the contributions of U.S. workers to the strength and prosperity of our country. The first Labor Day was celebrated on Tuesday, Sept. 5, 1882, in New York City. 

Two different people are credited with the creation of Labor Day. Some historians believe Peter J. McGuire, general secretary of the Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, and cofounder of the American Federation of Labor, first suggested a holiday to honor those “who from rude nature have delved and carved all the grandeur we behold.” Others credit the idea to Matthew Maguire, a machinist and secretary of the Central Labor Union in New York. What is agreed upon is that the Central Labor Union adopted a Labor Day proposal and appointed a committee to plan a demonstration and picnic. 

The first Labor Day holidays were celebrated with grand parades, picnics and fireworks. Today, Labor Day is observed in many different ways, but is still a day set aside to appreciate our country’s advancements, freedoms and prosperity, with thanks to the hardworking individuals that make up our great country.

Additional information on holidays can be found in the 2009 Farmers’ Almanac which goes on sale Aug. 26. To pre-order the Almanac, or for more tips on sustainable living from the experts at Farmers’ Almanac, visit www.FarmersAlmanac.com. 

###

Farmers’ Almanac, which features an orange and green cover, has been published every year since 1818. It contains useful and interesting articles as well as long-range weather predictions, gardening advice, recipes and more. Editors Peter Geiger and Sandi Duncan are available for lively and informative interviews, either by phone or in person. Both love to talk about the weather, share useful Almanac trivia and advice, and offer tips on how to get back to the simple life.

Farmers’ Almanac TV, based in Savannah, Georgia, is a wholly owned subsidiary of Buy The Farm, LLC, which owns the exclusive license for video and electronic media production of the Farmers’ Almanac brand. American Public Television distributed the public television show, Farmers’ Almanac TV. Farmers’ Almanac TV and Farmers’ Almanac trademarks are licensed from Almanac Publishing Company and are used by Buy The Farm, LLC, with full rights therein.
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