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Bicyclists Chase the Moon at Midnight 
Pedal for Fitness, Fun, Environment at The Conservation Foundation Event, July 26
NAPERVILLE, Ill. (July 21, 2008) – Bicyclists can put their pedals to work for fitness, fun and conservation efforts during the Chase the Moon Midnight Bike Ride, Saturday, July 26, presented by The Conservation Foundation. Riders can enjoy the moonlit view of the limited-access grounds of Batavia’s Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory, better known as Fermilab. 
Chase the Moon is a ride, not a race. Route length of up to 25 miles is determined by riders’ willingness and fitness levels. Check-in will take place from 10 p.m. to 11:59 p.m. at Marmion Academy, 1000 Butterfield Road, Aurora. Participation is limited to the first 500 registrants; all riders are required to wear helmets and use headlights (flashlight will suffice).
The pre-ride check-in will feature entertainment, raffles and prizes for Best Lit Bicycle along with light refreshments provided by event sponsors. Donated raffle prizes include a $250 bank card provided by Benchmark Bank, bike jerseys provided by REI and a bike tune-up from Bicycles, Etc. Raffle tickets will be sold to event registrants for $1 each or seven for $5. Event supporter WERV-FM 95.9 “The River” will be on hand for pre-ride music, games and activities; vocalist/acoustic guitarist Matthew Hayes will perform live indie-folk-rock music. 
At exactly 12 a.m. on July 27, riders will depart Marmion Academy and proceed north along the luminary-lit Raddant Road to the Fermilab grounds. Riders must complete the course by 3 a.m., and will be served a healthy post-ride breakfast. Each rider also will receive a short-sleeved Chase the Moon T-shirt and a flashing bicycle safety light.
The popularity of bicycling has reached an all-time high, with more than 100 million U.S. bicycle owners. “This is a great way to get some exercise while raising conservation initiative awareness and funds,” says Brook McDonald, president and CEO of The Conservation Foundation.
  – more –
Chase the Moon//Add One
Registration fee is $35 per person for members of The Conservation Foundation and $45 for non-members (includes a one-year membership to the Foundation). Participants under 18 years old must be accompanied by an adult and children riding their own bicycles must be registered. Fee is $20 for children age 12 and younger. Pre-registration is available at www.chasethemoon.com. 
The Conservation Foundation appreciates and acknowledges the following event supporters: Alarm Detection Systems; Benchmark Bank; Bicycles, Etc.; Chipotle Mexican Grill; City of Aurora; City of Batavia; Coca-Cola; Ice Mountain bottled water; Kane County Office of Emergency Management; Lions Club of Batavia; Marmion Academy; Panera Bread; Physical Medicine Associates; REI (Recreational Equipment, Inc.); WERV-FM/The River; Rosati’s Pizza and Waste Management. Special recognition goes to the Wheaton Whole Foods store location, which donated 5 percent of a day’s proceeds ($3,200) to support the event. All registration and raffle proceeds benefit the Foundation’s programs and services.
Marmion Academy is a college preparatory high school for young men. The Fermilab campus covers 6,800-acres (10-plus square miles) and supports conservation efforts including development of one of the largest prairie restoration projects in Illinois. 
The event will be held rain or shine. Organizers reserve the right to delay or cancel in the case of dangerous weather conditions. For additional information about the Chase the Moon Bike Ride event, visit www.chasethemoon.com, www.theconservationfoundation.org or call 630-428-4500. 
###

The Conservation Foundation is a nonprofit land and watershed protection organization established in 1972 by business and community leaders. The Foundation is dedicated to open space and natural land preservation, river and watershed protection, and environmental stewardship promotion in northeast Illinois. Working closely with citizens, elected officials, developers, land use planners, park district and forest preserves, the Foundation has contributed to protection of more than 30,000 acres of open space lands. The Conservation Foundation has more than 4,500 donors and members, and is headquartered at the 60-acre McDonald Farm in Naperville, Ill. A program office is located at the Dickson-Murst Farm, Montgomery, Ill. 
Attention Editors: Working members of the press are invited to come along for the ride (registration required, fee waived). High-resolution photos of the 2007 Chase the Moon Midnight Bike Ride event are available. Contact Cathy Sivak, GreenMark Public Relations, csivak@greenmarkpr.com or 262-859-9514.  
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