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Clean Water, Sustainable Development and Open Space Initiatives Honored 
The Conservation Foundation Awards Eight Northeastern Illinois Efforts

NAPERVILLE, ILL (May 19, 2008) – Eight northeastern Illinois entities and 

individuals were named winners of The Conservation Foundation’s Clean Water, Sustainable 

Development and Open Space awards. The stewardship initiative honors were announced 

Tuesday, May 13, at the Foundation’s Spring Membership & Awards Luncheon, held at the 

Danada House in Wheaton, Ill. 

Clean Water Awards

The Conservation Foundation’s Clean Water Awards were established in 1997 to 

recognize wastewater treatment facilities that perform above and beyond permit standards and 

show ongoing commitment to keeping local rivers clean and healthy. The honorees consistently 

exhibit a low concentration of pollutants in their wastewater discharge, thereby helping to 

maintain water quality in their communities.

Wastewater treatment facilities were honored in three Clean Water Award watersheds: the 

East Branch DuPage River, West Branch DuPage River and Salt Creek, the latter for the first 

time.

The East Branch DuPage River Award went to the Downers Grove Sanitary District. The 

West Branch DuPage River Award went to the City of Naperville for the Naperville Springbrook 

Water Reclamation Center. Each has received awards two out of the last three years.  

The inaugural Salt Creek Award reflects the DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup 

championed by The Conservation Foundation, and went to the Village of Addison and its 

Addison North Sewage Treatment Plant. 
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“Significant improvements have been made over the past 20 years regarding the water 

quality in the DuPage River and Salt Creek. All three facilities are contributing to the recovery of 

our local streams and have been singled out as leaders in excellence based on their operations 

and performance in 2007,” said Brook McDonald, president and CEO of The Conservation 

Foundation. 

The Conservation Foundation also recognized Don Schuman of Carol Stream for his 

nearly 20 years of volunteer service to The Conservation Foundation’s monitoring efforts. 

Schuman has been instrumental in monitoring of monthly discharge data from the Illinois 

Environmental Protection Agency for sewage treatment plants within the DuPage River 

Watershed.

Sustainable Development Awards

The Conservation Foundation’s Sustainable Development Awards recognize outstanding 

efforts by communities and developers that plan and construct residential, commercial or 

municipal developments in ways that protect the environment.  This year’s recipients include 

Elmhurst College, the City of Warrenville and the Village of Homer Glen. 

Elmhurst College was recognized for its new master plan, which embraces a commitment 

by the college to design principles that minimize the negative impact of development on natural 

resources, on the health and well-being of the campus community and on the environment.  To 

that end, the college’s new West Hall Residential Facility features silver level LEED certified, 

green building design, and includes rain gardens and native plants in its landscaping.  Elmhurst 

College project design specialists Wight and Company were also noted in the Sustainable 

Development Award.

The City of Warrenville became the first Midwestern community to use permeable pavers 

on a public road, specifically put into use in 2007 on Warrenville Road.  Permeable pavers have 

specially notched corners to allow for increased water infiltration.  The Sustainable Development 

Award also recognized the city and public commitment to the environment and its strategic plan 
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that makes a commitment Mayor David Brummell describes as designed to “preserve and protect 

the DuPage River, natural features, open space, and wooded areas.” 

The Village of Homer Glen motto is “Community and Nature in Harmony.” The 

community embraces progressive environmental standards, including a landmark ordinance 

regulating outdoor lighting.  According to Mayor Jim Daley, residents have been advised to “not 

use any more light than they need, and to direct the light only where it is needed.”

Open Space Awards

The Conservation Foundation’s Open Space Awards recognize outstanding efforts to 

preserve open space in Northeastern Illinois. This year’s award winners – the Meade Family of 

Will County and the teamwork of the Fox Valley Park District and the Friends for Open Space – 

will bring long-term environmental benefits to the entire region. 

The Meade Family of Will County received an Open Space Award for its placement of a 

131- acre conservation easement on its 160-acre property in Will County near Channahon. The 

easement will permanently protect waterways bordering the Meade property, including a section 

of the DuPage River and a section of the Illinois & Michigan Canal. In addition to the protection 

of open acreage and waterways, the property’s barn and home are deemed “historically 

significant” by the state’s expert on historical structures.  Marjorie Meade accepted the award 

along with family members including her son-in-law, Tom, and children, Mary and Bob.

Another Open Space Award went to the Fox Valley Park District and the Friends for 

Open Space initiative for efforts that resulted in the passage of largest park district open space 

referenda in the history of the state of Illinois. To preserve and improve quality of life in Aurora, 

Montgomery and North Aurora, the Fox Valley Park District sought and gained approval of a 

nearly $45 million plan. The Feb. 5, 2008, primary election referendum passed with approval 

from 65 percent of the voters. Created with the assistance of The Conservation Foundation, the
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referenda included $22.5 million for land, open space, trail and nature area projects as well as 

about $22.3 million for park and recreation projects.

Spring Luncheon Keynote 

In addition to the awards presentation, The Conservation Foundation Spring luncheon’s 

keynote speaker Ed Beaulieu outlined individual actions that can reduce the environmental 

impact of carbon footprints. Beaulieu is chief sustainability officer for St. Charles, Ill.-based 

Aquascape, Inc.

According to Beaulieu, 22 tons per year of greenhouse gas-causing carbon dioxide is 

produced by each American per year compared to the worldwide average of five tons. 

The Conservation Foundation created its awards program to acknowledge the efforts of 

individuals, community entities and corporations for various methods of environmental 

stewardship.  Awards are conferred by the foundation during membership luncheons in the 

winter, spring and fall.  The spring event was sponsored by First Trust Portfolios.  For additional 

information about the foundation’s other programs and services, visit 

www.theconservationfoundation.org or call 630-428-4500. 

###

The Conservation Foundation is a nonprofit land and watershed protection organization. Established in 
1972 by business and community leaders, the Foundation is dedicated to preserving open space and 
natural lands, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of the environment in 
northeast Illinois. Working closely with citizens, elected officials, developers, land use planners, park 
district and forest preserves, the Foundation has contributed to the protection of more than 30,000 acres 
of open space lands in northeast Illinois. The Conservation Foundation has more than 4,500 donors and 
members, and is headquartered at the 60-acre McDonald Farm in Naperville, Ill. A program office is 
located at the historic Dickson-Murst Farm in Montgomery, Ill. For additional information about The 
Conservation Foundation, including its programs and services, visit www.theconservationfoundation.org 
or call 630-428-4500.
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The Conservation Foundation Awards Image Availability
TCFCleanWaterAwardsDownersGrove: The Conservation Foundation’s Clean Water Award for 
the East Branch DuPage River went to the Downers Grove Sanitary District.  The Conservation 
Foundation President/CEO Brook McDonald (right) presented the award to Nicholas Menninga, 
Downers Grove Sanitary District general manager (left), and Donald Eckmann, president of the 
District’s board of trustees (center).

TCFCleanWaterAwardsNaperville: The Conservation Foundation’s Clean Water Award for the 
West Branch DuPage River went to the City of Naperville for the Naperville Springbrook Water 
Reclamation Center. The award was accepted by representatives Joe Slevnik, laboratory 
supervisor (center left), Dave Nikiel, manager (center), and James Holzapfel, assistant director of 
public works (center right).  The awards were presented by The Conservation Foundation 
volunteer Don Schuman (left) and President/CEO Brook McDonald (right).

TCFSustainableDevelopmentAwards1: The Conservation Foundation’s Sustainable Development 
Award to Elmhurst College is accepted by Denise Jones, vice president of financial affairs 
(center left), and Bruce Mather, director of facility management (center right).  The presentation 
was made by The Conservation Foundation Chairman Robert Hutchinson (left) and President/
CEO Brook McDonald (right).

TCFSustainableDevelopmentAwardsHomerGlen: The Conservation Foundation’s Sustainable 
Development Award went to the Village of Homer Glen. Accepting on behalf of the village were 
volunteer Randy Juras, Mayor Jim Daley, Trustee Margaret Sabo, and volunteer Debra Norvil 
(center left to right). Robert Hutchinson, The Conservation Foundation Board of Trustees 
chairman (left) and Brook McDonald, president/CEO (right), presented the award. 

TCFSustainableDevelopmentAwardWarrenville: The Conservation Foundation’s Sustainable 
Development Award to the City of Warrenville was accepted by Warrenville officials (center left 
to right) Treasurer Jim McGuire, City Manager John Coakley, Mayor David Brummel and 
Community Development Director Ronald Mentzer. Robert Hutchinson, The Conservation 
Foundation Board of Trustees chairman (left) and Brook McDonald, president/CEO (right), 
presented the award. 

TCFOpenSpaceAwardsMeade: Representatives of the Meade Family of Will County accept The 
Conservation Foundation’s Open Space Award.  Marjorie Meade (center) with son-in-law Robert 
(left), and children, Tom (second from left) and Mary (second from right) are joined by The 
Conservation Foundation Award presenters Dan Lobbes, director of land preservation (third from 
right) and Robert Hutchinson, chairman of the board of trustees (far right).

TCFOpenSpaceAwardsFoxValleyParkDistrict: Representatives from the Fox Valley Park District 
and the Friends for Open Space accept The Conservation Foundation’s Open Space Award.  
Representing the Park District were staff members (far left to right) Jeff Palmquist, Bill Donnell, 
Laurie Hoffman and Nancy McCaul along with board member Linda Cole, Steve Messerli, 
executive director, Board President Rose Smilgys and volunteer John Philipchuck;  the award 



was presented by The Conservation Foundation’s Karen Oldfield (second from right) and Robert 
Hutchinson, chairman of the board of trustees (right).
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